Gun Control in the United States
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A Comparative Survey of State Firearm Laws

‘J{; MINIMUM AGE FOR
ks PRIVATE PURCHASE
For dealer sales, the federal
minimum age is 21 for hand-
guns and 18 for long guns.
States set their own age limits
for private sales.

WAITING

PERIOD

Some states have a mandatory
waiting period between the

purchase and delivery of a gun.

For Rifles & Shotguns:

SAFE

STORAGE LAW
Requires guns to be secured
with a locking device or stored
in a locked box or cabinet.

@ Broad safe storage

Y OWNER

YNl LICENSING
Includes screening to
ensure applicant meets
minimum standards.

For Assault Weapons

MINIMUM AGE FOR

FIREARM POSSESSION

Federal law prohibits
possession of a handgun by
anyone under 18, but some
states have lower age limits.
There is no federal minimum

. LITIGATION
BAN

Protects firearm industry
from lawsuits for negligent
design or distribution.

@ No bar to litigation (0)

requirements (+4) and Rifles & Shotguns:

@ Renewable license
system (+3)

@ More than 72 hours (+5) age for rifles & shotguns.
© 25 to 72 hours (+3)
@ Up to 24 hours (+2)

O On first purchase only (+1)

NS Bar on litigation against
the gun industry by state
or local governments,
and/or individuals (-1)

For Rifles & Shotguns:
@ Minimum age 21 (+2)

© Minimum age 18
or higher (0)

O Minimum age under 18(-1)

O Safe storage requirements
for some firearms or

For Rifles & Shotguns:
limited situations (+3)

@ Minimum age 21 (+2)

© Minimum age 18
or higher (+1)

O Minimum age under 18(0)

© Discretionary system (+2)
O “Shall issue” system (+1)

NS No owner licensing (0)

NS No safe storage
requirements (0)) @ PREEMPTION
LAW
Restricts municipalities from
enacting local gun laws.

NS No waiting period (0)

NS No minimum age (-1) For Handguns:
@® More than 72 hours (+6)
© 25 to 72 hours (+4)
O Up to 24 hours (+3)

NS No waiting period (0)

CHILD ACCESS
PREVENTION
Criminal penalties for parents
whose gun is used by a child to
cause death or injury.

For Handguns: NS No minimum age (-1)
For Handguns:

@ Minimum age 21 (+3)

O Minimum age 18 to 20 (0)

NS Minimum age under18(-1)

@ Renewable license
system (+6) For Handguns:
@ Minimum age 21 (+3)

© Minimum age 18
or higher (0)

O Minimum age under 18(-1)

@ No state preemption (0)

O Partial state
preemption (-3)

© Discretionary system (+5)
O “Shall issue” system (+3)

AP 1. +
®cC aw (+2) NS No owner licensing (0)

NS No CAP law (0)

NS Very broad or absolute
™ ONE-GUN-A-MONTH state preemption (-4)

LAW
An anti-trafficking measure.

NS No minimum age (-2)

@ One-gun-a-month law (+7)

NS No one-gun-a-month law (0)
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