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Introduction to Meet the Somalis

Meet the Somalis is a collection of 14 illustrated stories depicting
the real life experiences of Somalis* in seven cities in Europe:
Amsterdam, Copenhagen, Helsinki, Leicester, London, Malmo,
and Oslo. It provides readers a unique look into what everyday
life is like as a Somali in Europe. The stories are based on the
testimonies of Somalis in Europe interviewed during six months in
2013.

Meet the Somalis accompanies a seven-city research series—
Somalis in European Cities—examining the experiences of
Somalis in Europe in areas such as education, housing, employ-
ment, health, political participation, and identity. The research, due
to launch at the end of 2013, seeks to offer a better understanding
of the challenges faced by Somalis in Europe and how they can
be overcome.

The Somali community in Europe is a vibrant, diverse minority
group. Europe’s Somalis can be divided into three broad catego-
ries: people of Somali origin born in Europe, Somali refugees and
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The Open Society Foundations’ At Home in Europe Project works
to advance equality for groups that are excluded from the main-
stream of civic, political, and cultural life in a changing Europe. In
an environment where integration is perceived by some to have
failed, At Home in Europe documents the real and lived experienc-
es of some of these marginalized communities.

asylum seekers (who came direct from Somalia as a result of the
conflicts), and Somalis who have migrated from one country in
Europe to another. There are no accurate figures for the number
of Somalis in Europe, but on the whole they are among one of the
largest minority groups.

The research findings from Somalis in European Cities highlight
successful inclusion practices in cities as well as the barriers to
integration facing Somalis. Though at first glance one might expect
this to be a fragmented and beleaguered community, the reality in
many cities in Europe is very different.

Meet the Somalis depicts experiences many of us will never know,
like fleeing a warzone with your children or, worse, leaving your
loved ones behind. But more often, these stories portray values
shared amongst many of us, like the importance of family, well-be-
ing, and identity in an ever-changing world.

*The term Somalis is used here to signify a wide-ranging commu-
nity: first-, second-, and third-generation Somalis; people of Somali
origin who self-identify as Somali-Norwegian or Somali-British, for
example; and people of Somali origin who no longer self-identify
as Somali but have instead taken on European nationalities.
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Background and Approach to Meet the Somalis

Meet the Somalis includes stories of young and old, happy and
troubled, comfortable and poor. Some were born and raised in
Europe, are professionals, and have families whose identities
unite Somali and European cultures. Others, recently arrived and
having left behind violence, fear, and refugee camps, are still
trying to make sense of their new lives in an unfamiliar land.

Meet the Somalis aims to introduce key issues about the expe-
riences of Somalis in Europe in an accessible way. In each city,
researchers from the Somalis in European Cities series introduced
us to a wide range of Somali families and individuals. The Somali
community graciously invited us into their homes, businesses, and
lives, sharing their time and their tales.

Each interview lasted one to three hours. The people we spoke
to told us about their life (or their parents’ lives) before leaving
Somalia, the hardships and fears they encountered on their
journey, the memories of what they left behind, their lives now in
Europe, and their hopes and expectations for the future.

The illustrated stories focus on challenges faced by Somalis in
their respective cities in Europe and issues raised in the Somalis
in European Cities research, including education, housing, the
media, employment, and identity.

We collected hours of recorded interviews, photographs, and
stories that were sometimes tragic, shocking, hopeful, inspiring,
and funny.

At every stage of the process, the Open Society Foundations’ At
Home in Europe team, Somali friends, and researchers comment-
ed on ideas and illustrations and provided guidance and insight,
making it a truly collaborative process between artists, academics,
and Somali participants themselves.

Meet the Somalis “introduces” the reader to our Somali neigh-
bours, but we hope it also inspires readers to consider how
Europe looks through the eyes of a migrant community, making
their home in Europe by choice or, often, necessity.

We would like to thank everyone who has given their time and
entrusted us with their life stories. It has been a wonderful expe-
rience to meet so many warm and hospitable people within the
Somali community and a privilege to hear their tales.

Ben and Lindsay

Benjamin Dix (researcher and author) and Lindsay Pollock (artist)



Baashi and Liibaan in Amsterdam



1 coME FROM A PooR FAMILY IN SoMALA,
BECALSE OF THE WAR, T GoT ALNMOST NO
EDUCATION. BUT 'M HEALTHY. AND T
THINK \'M PRETTY SMART,

BUT WHAT CHANCE D\D T HAVE? THE WAR
RAGED ARSUND US THROUGHOULUT MY
CHILDHOOD. AND \\ 20073, AL- SHABAAE -
CAME TO MY VILLAGE TOo FoReovBLY
RECRUIT NEW FIGHTERS...
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/’Z Ao
T WAD NO INTENTION TO FIGHT BESIDE
THEM. THEY HAD DESTRONED OUuR
CounNTRY AND MADE LIFE (MfOSS\GLE,

T LEET WITH JUST A FEW HUNDRED DOLLARS
N MY PockET. T WAS NAWE. T TRONUSED
TO SEND MONEY FROM EUROPE,

I wiLt NOT

=

ALL IN oUR EARLY
205, LEFT TOGETHER THAT DAY. QLR
FIRST LEG WAS To ADP1S ABABA, ETHIOPIA.

BY THE GRACE OF ALLAH, WE ARRWED
IN ADPS. T HAD NEVER BEEN IN A
816 oreY GEFORE. 1T FELT HOMESICK,

B oo 1o

WE WERE TAKEN TO AN APARTMENT AND
28 THERE WE WAVTED, UNHAPPY, FoR WEEKS.
AT LEAST WE WERE TOGETHER.,

THE AGENT FounND A PASSPORT Fol ME

FIRST. L whs CORFUOSED, °

.

£'S YOUR AGE.
YouR SKIN COLOUR. TO THE
EURO?EN_QS WE ALL LoOK ALIKE,

- e
e, e

MY FATHER BEGGED WIS BROTHER IN
EUROPE TO SEND $25,000, S0 T couLD
£SCAPE WITH A PEOPLE - SMUGGLER

;,
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. VTS
\MPERATWE
BROTHER

ITis A
THE \O-DAY JOURNEY WAS TERRIFNNG.
AT COUNTLESS REBEL (HECKPOINTS WE

HAD 1O FRETEND wE WERE ALSO
FIGRTING ForR AL-SHABARAB.

MY UNCLE'S MONEY AFFORDED ME A
TiekeT 1o EUROPE AWND THE LSE OF
$oME STRANGER'S PASSPORT
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TO ADDIS - ABABA - ¢ QUY. AN AGENT. T

¥ - . S FELT LIKE T WAS DREAMING., HOW STRANGE THE o e e
B = % S PLACE WAS. BND ALL THESE WRITE PECPLE... i oiied
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THE PLANE RIDE SCARED ME. \WHERE WAS T cona? M7 S\ By [ ™ A - ian'e il b '
WHAT WAS EUROPE LIKEZ A\RPORTS, OFF\CIALS — ' T TOLY THE IMMIGRATION MAN MY WHOLE STORY. HE
EVERYTHING WAS NEW AND CONFUSING , ol i R AN TooK A HUNDREYD NOTES, ENDLESSIY GUESTIONED ME...
T WONDERED How LONG \T woulD ALL TAKE;, WHEN - —
T woulD BT FREE To LEAVE. 3 WOLRS? FouRr? d ")) oF = v
' <= == ? —
WERE ~OU FIGHTING \N SOMALIAT ) Je o
LA NEVERL —\) . = - l
=) N ” T ' M=z
_ ; AN N AL R
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FOR FouR YEARS, T WAS LEFT TO FESTER AT ' f : ;
wCTHEN THAT ASYLOM DETENTION CERNTRE...

THM' DAY WAS Fwve YEARS AGO. THUS ASYLLUW DETENTION CENTRE ...

W THEN HE.F-E. C:N'Eﬁ AND CN’EE..

(...THEN HoW DD Yo GET To ADD\S? ) ] I i AND WHAT mw of vEH\cLe WAS 1T, 7))/ i
. \ - X
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T WASTED THE BEST YEARS OF MY LIFE LIkE THIS,

T REACHED MY WMID-20s, NEVER HAVING
WORKED, NO CHANCE OF A FAMILY,,,
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e THEY \NTER\rtE.w ED ME HERE...

]i‘-. | W .|1 L I l:|” I I 1l

(NI AMD THEN LAST YEAR, THEY ToLD ME THAT T

Il CouLD NOT STAY, THAT THEY DID NOT

| BELIEVE MY STORY. ARND THAT |'T WAS
SAFE FOR ME To RETURN TO SOMALIA ...

H | |'|||
PLEASE .. )J ! n”“
PLEASE PLEASE... ||| | | H

T cAan'T...T --
CAN'T GO BRCK — &h\

I can'T- THEY - " & 3\

)

THEM'LL KiLL ME E

- THEY'LL KILL ME >

THeY 'LL KILL mE
THEW'IL KILL ME
ETLL . TR L




THEY ToLD ME T WoulD BE RETURNED WITHIN 4
WEEKS. T COULDN'T THINK STRA\GHT. How
CouLD T Go BACK? WHAT WoULD BEcoME OF ME?
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I HAD THOUGHMTS OF SUVCIDE, A PASSING TRAWN
CALLED O ME. ONE LITTLE STEP AND ALL
THesE ?ROGLEMS WouLD \mmsﬂ
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S-.n..\ce. 1 t{ao E»Lt.éu' PMAY.I Tué RE.‘B‘.F.ILS. \I-U-’\.b.
OVERRUN MY AREA, MY FUTURE THERE WAS
ALREADY WRITTEN. T HAD Mo HotE To GO TO.

SOMEHOW 1 OVERCAME TH\S TERRIELE DELIR\UM. DECIDED TO R OULD S PACE®
BUT T wWAS LEET ALONE WITH MY TROUBLES. ' b s ki

R T HA L it \

TR LR R T ERTHA
! | Rl
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I FELT SO ALONE. T WALKED, AND WALKED,
LookinG FOR AN ANSWER. THE coLD KEPT MY
MIND FrRoM THE FEAR, 1 FROZE To THE BOME,
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I JOMED THEIR GrouP., THERE ARE OVER 100 OF US
REJIECTS HERE, ALL \N FEAR OF THE AUTHORATIES.
MOSTLY THEY SEEM CONTENT To LERVE US AS
GHOSTS, WE'RE A LATTLE COMMUNITY 1N THE

s\khobws REL\AN‘!’ OH HAND ouTS..

7/ OMAR MAD BEEN THERE FIVE YEARS ALREADY.
2 T spw A PHOTO OF HIM AS A TEENAGER \N |RAN,

THRT HAPPY BOY WAS UNRECOGNMISABLE 1N
THE GAUNT, HAUNTED pMAN T KMNEW,

I SLEPT RougH. T kEW T HAD To AvolD THE PoLACE,
ONE DAY I MET OMAR | AN IRANIAN GUY IN THE
SAME SITUATION, HE WAS STAYING \N AN ASANDORED
BUALDING WITH OTHER FAILED ASYLUM SEEKERS.

T HAVE TO $TAY 1N THE SHADoW S ... T AnA
A DEAD MAN \F THEY RETURN ME TO IRAN

S / =5 [
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Emwc\aaﬂo’a ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR ME. 9

EVEM \M THE FEW MONTHS T KneEw HiM, T
CouLD SEE HE WAS |N DECLINE. T worrIiED FoR

WM. BOUT LIVING AS A FUGITIVE MYSELF,
WHERE COULD T TURN FOR HELY?

1 CAN'T GO BACK ,BAASHIL.
1 CAN'T GO BACK.




HAVE NoU b N NoT S\Nce LAST MIGHT
SEEN OMAR? } / WHEN YOU CAME N

THAT NIGHT OUR BUILDING WAS SWLENT,
100 PEOPLE SAT LOST N THOUGHTS OF COLD

DMLK wmeﬁ PsF"(ER OMAR wHo NE:&T?

AsS SOON AS T SAW THE POLICE ON THE BRIDGE
e T KNEW WHAT OMAR HAD DOME,

X senlcrlw N.L 'D»( foR HIM, T wsm To ALL LR
PLACES QUT coulDN'T FIND HiM ANYWHERE.

A REPORTER WAS THERE,,. HE APPROACHED
ME RETERWARDS WHWE A PHOTOGRAPHER
SNAPFED PICTURES, HE ASKED ME...

ExcusE ME SIR- DD You KNOW OMARY
KNOW THIS MAN OMAR?

wmcﬂmc\ OMAR'S Bumm. 1 FELT LIKE 'L WAS
ATTENDING MY OWN FUNERAL.

A T O g wwwwwmwwm

RAPIST LIKE YOU SAY IN SHADSWS - MADE US GHosTS... | ll | ME NEXT To OMAR...

YouRr PAPER 'aveﬂx DA‘{I

U 0. |
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WE USED TO BE SO TIGHT. DAD WoulD GO AwWAY A LoT
ON BUSINESS, SO HE WAS MoRE THAN JusT A B\G
BROTHER FOR ME. HE WAS LIKE A MENTOR,

CHECK \T QUT- CARL
TAPED THIS FOR ME
OFfF HIS BROTHER...
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WE WEREN'T BAD KIDS, CHEEKY, FERHMAPS. WITH NO
MONEY AND NOT MUCH To DO. THE POLICE HAD \T
\n FOR Ds THEY F\LWN(S C\PNE VS TROUBLE,

"1 SEE Mo CHANGES, ALL T SEE 1S RACIST FACES...
MISPLACED HATE MAKES DISGRACE FOR RACES,,."
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WE USED TO PLAY TUPAC CASSETTE TAPES
TOAETHER. T THOUGHT WE WERE PRETTY COOL.

(% KIDS SHOP-LIFTING... WE PICKED UP THE RING-(EADERS )
~

TMEAN, WE WEREN'T ANGELS.
B\ T... BUT NO MORE THAN RRNE OR WKLAAS - AND WHO
DID THEY ALWAY S TRKE IN? THE SOMALL Boys!

WE SHOP-L\FTED A

THESE DAYS \T SEEMS LIKE ALL MY BROTHER
ABSHIR ARD T DO 1S FIGHT ERCH OTHER

an - CoME ON LuBAAN|
. R Ea GET AN -rHE GAME])

\

WHEN HE GoT HIS FIRST G\RLFRIEND - EVA- WE
MADE A PROMISE NEVER TO TELL EACH-OTHER'S
SECRETS TO MumA AND DAD.

TREY'D CALL HOME TD GET US PILeKED uP, DAD WoulD
COME IN) THE LM‘( ‘5OME,T\MES LATE AT NIGHT.

= N {
NOTH\NQ | SWERARTHEY
VST ALWARS GO FOR LS.

S =

e WA AT s ¥
TME, ABSHIR?

i
BEAMG OLDER, ARSHIR ALWAYS GOT TOLD OFF WORSE,




HE CouLD GET ANGRY BUT WE KNEW DAD WAS ON
OUR S\DE. HE WORKED SO WARD, BUT WHEN HE WAS
ARODND HE WOULD DO ANYTHING TO HELP

AnD Eucouahae UsS..
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ABSHIR AND I WERE BoTH DEVASTATED. Byt WE
TDEALT WATH OUR GRIEF N \.*ERY D\FFeREm' waYS

T FepR T LED LURBARN DoWN THE WRONG PATH
PURING OUVR YOUTH.

T ¢pokE TO oUR {\MAM ABOLT IT. HE SAID \v WAS
GooD TO ENCOURAGE LUBAAN BUT THAT HE MUST
MAKE HIS OWN DECISIONS 1N L\FE.

n..",'.:|.~ COME ON, SON‘ You CAN Do T\'\‘S oN€ l.""”"-"‘ ‘J"":I.':[:.' It
.,;,'I.,. WHY DO WE NEED TO CARRY THE 37 """"n"n”"’ R f

DAD WASKR'T S0 RELIGOUS. ENOUGH TO KEET THE
FAMILY FROM TALKING. BUT KIS SPART TiME WAS
FOR BODOKS, MUSELUMS AND GRLLERIES. HE WoulD
DRAG WIS TwWo UNGRRATEFUL SONS ALONG .,

LOOK AT THE DELCATE E.RUSH-NO'RK\_)
-
RN

| \ N

Now T WoulD GWE ANYTHING TO HEAR HIM
WAXING ON ABOUT HIS FAVOURITE ART ACAIN..,

\ b .

1 SO0 MISS MY BROTHER LUBARAN. T WISH
\ HE TOO HAD EMRBRACED ALLAY AFTER
FATHER'S PASSING. FOR ME, pOoTRING

THE VIRTLOULS PRTH, \)

I|,|'I ! I\I

. R
\ ‘1ﬁ%§§¢ N

)

ELSE BROUGHT COMEORT RUT EMBRACING \

( MUM?Z WHAT'S HF\?PENED?)

2009

MUM?Z MUM,
ARE YOuU OKRY?

|
\T WAS A SUDDEN HEART-ATTACK... HE DIED
INSTARNTLY. JUST LIKE THAT- GONE.

WE USED To BE SO CLOSE, ALWAYS HAVING FUN. BuT
AT A TIME LIKE WHEN DAD DIED, A MAN MUST GET\N
TOUCH WITH HIS SOUL AND GOD, T KNEW T HAD TO
EMBRACE MY RESPONSIBILITIES AND REST- SELF,

COME OM BROLLET'S

gavstdowust
G0 SEE “THE GQUVYS,.,

o -
W2
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Bu't LUBAAN SEHPNED s THoucxH -rms waRE somz
KAND OF BETRAYAL. HE WENT THE OTHER WAY.

BUT AFTER FULLY EMBRACING \SLAM, \ FELT PART OF
A COMMURNATY THAT UNDERSTOOD ME, MY IDENT\TY
AND FRUSTRATIONS, T wisH LUBRAN COLLD
EXPERIENCE THE SAME THING.

N ‘\'HE Quﬂ.’l\t-l ARD Ny ?Kh‘(EK T FinD ALL THE
ANSWERS THAT T NEED,



. % T REMEMBER ONCE GETTING PICKED UP BECALSE THEY

I REMOVED MYSELF FROM THE CROWD T USED TO
BRMS DOWN Y YOUR SIDES SI1R=
MOVE 1N, THAT WRY oF LIWING SEEMY SO EMPTY “ \ N [wwﬂ ARE YOU CARRYING 7 THOUGHT T HAD STOLEN myY BIKE,
TO ME NOW. WHOo WAS T BACK THENT? % N _ == ==
\ o ;||i-!|‘i ¢ \ f F \ [__ .—_r_';—_._: =
= ql 10 :gg- b 5 ’9) — '( Ry =
U \ P A P e
\ \, A2 . AN L
. @ ==
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BUT SOME THINGS DONT CRANGE. T PROBABLY GET = L1 -”-l!”' |
EVEN MORE SUSPICION FROM THE PoliCE NOW.,, == il [_l{l|_ \!ﬁi I
DAD HAD TO COME TO THE POLICE STATION WITH THE BUT NOW T HAVE GROWN MY BEARD AND WERR THEY SAY THEY'RE “JUST MAKING ENGUIRIES. BUT TEY
RECE\PT TO PROVE THAT \T WAS MINE. SHALWAR, TT'S ALL ABOLT HWAD AND AL-QAEDA. WATCH LS EVERYWHERE, T GET SO TIRED OF BEING
N N N hd \ ™ 5 Ul SCRUTIMIZED.,., T OFTEN THINK AROUT HOw DAD
%
| = AN DEFENDED ME £R
=} € R N\ 0 % : v ¥ EROVUTHEM WHER = WES YOUNG..
SOy : '

o
= o, LUBAARN, THAT MUSIC \S HARAMY
OV KNOW, 1 GUES
W s
TAKE AFTER DAD.., J ‘::h‘gz g OM, COME OFF \T, BROTHER.. )
ol \F You MUST LISTER TO AT N THE HOUSE
——— PLERSE AT LERAST USE HEADPHONES!
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A
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ii!u_- "u".'-", |||||!|r \M m m S "? F@t ,_’é : g 2 9
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vor RELIGION JUST \SN'T THE WEART OF wWHo T AM. (> ~ \ —
T NEED -To LWE W THIS woRLD, HERE, Now. j




WHEN WILL YoU GRow LP, BROTHERZ THIS 1S NOT THE \ You 80OYs MUST RESPECT ONE ANCTHER. YouR
RIGHT PATH You ARE FOLLOWING ... _] $TOF 3T, STOP 1T PAY SONLL NOUR FATHER PATHS ARE DIFFERENT BUT YOU WILL ALWAYS BE
{ AND WHAT WOULD BE HERART-BROKEN TO HERR You AT BROTHERS. AND YOU ARE BOTH MY SONS. AND
IS THE RIGRT PATH, ABSHIRY You GROW ONE-ANOTHER'S THROATS LIKE THIS! bovipidery e,é:wn WOUR FATHER'S SONS -
THAT BEARD, WERAR A SANCTIMONIOUS
FACE AND THINK You'RE BETTER THAN ME! "
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e o BROTHER, \'M SORRY. I KNOwW ?fisb;ee %2%3&”‘“ AND T'M GOWNG TO ! HEYL You TwOL MAY L ENGUIRE WHERE You
e : 2 71 : : ? Oou CARRNING ARY LD WiTH You?
YOU'RE SINCERELY WORRIED FOR ME, T DON'T s, —— EVERING PRAYERS, X ARE GoInG? ou CARR A1 ™ ?
REALLY THINK YOU'RE SANCTIMONIOLS. BUT fer T -,
You NEED To RELAX! T'M FINE... T % e
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LUBAAN. AND T AM SORRY FOR GRIEVING | &F OO N ﬁr
You. PLEASE JUST- ALWANS COME TOME |, Pl e
\F THERE \S A REAL PROBLEM, i ™,
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AND T ARE MERELY WALKING -‘.HE STREET! \\ = REALLY BRINGS DUT YOUR SPIRVTUAL S\DE! Ef LUBAAN, LET US TOMORROW GO FOR TEA AT
= X \\ = =S THE CAFE \N TRE ART GRALERR WHERE DAD
USED To BuY us THOSE CAKES,.,
. - YouU REMEMBER 7
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Sagal and Abdi in CoPenh‘agen
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COPENHAGEN LOSER ]]}_é_ BN

i e T T e et n Il OOF ) TMAT WA ] e
Sl okayt TME'S LPY |l e R 2 (You w00, sAaaL! J B £ Srrucarep N‘ST&?‘%C%-H RS [ fretapincy
@) | EVERYBODY CLOSE || . T AL | SURGICAL QUESTION,., [+ | CAKE HARS
ool YOUR PAPERS AND [ a5 (A0 SECONDSTYOW DB YoU DO, SAGALE /-]
o] BRINGTHEM P |l A AR oy J monagei B 7> B
ool TOTHE FRONT.L. [l AL SENTENCE.. ).

1 FELT LIKE A MiLLION DoLLARS! EXAMS WERE MUM WAS S0 PROUD OF ME STUDYING MEDICINE, ALL OF US MED STUDENTS WERE GOWNG TO A PARTY,

OVER AND THE SUMMER STRETCHED AWEAD OF ME.  SHE ONLY WISHED DAD WAS HERE TO SEE 1T T00 ... TO CELEBRATE END OF TERM. A CHANCE TO DRESS UP!
WRAT TME DO WE E7a i PERFECT! SEE :
W * ! HE WoULD HAVE BEEN FOR SU?&R’S\ST&R? [OK. SO WHAT DO You _[i STILL ?REFERRED

MEET FOR TWE & Eam YOU LATER Yl | S0 PRoLD of ou.., NO PROBLEM | THINK OF THIS ONE 2

PARTY TONIGHT?

THE SEVENTH ONE!

ENDOY YOURSELF SAGAL, YOU | HEY, SAGAL!

THANKS FOR DINNER MUMI L‘DESERVE. \T. DON'T BE TOD LATE! You LOOK. GREAT!
T HAD BETTER RUN... ¢ < ‘
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" ; \ ( ) =
\

J Nk SPENT ON \T!
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GOD \T FEELS GOOD TO
LEAVE THE BOOKS BEWIND. ;&gg‘:&;?
A GUILT FREE EVENING!
) EVERY SINGLE
CoBWEB!
<) ('f_!? e Al ; 1%
S " ) N
- \
b
WHAT'S THE HOLD uP
Guks? wans anp [l OO LD
ALEXANDER ARE oFf, shaprL | T\NO!
ALREADY GETTING 4
THE DRINKS 1N \
J\ } —‘hg\ -
A 'é Ol ‘:—: "
(=4

WHAT? \f YOU'RE GOING TO

BE FURIOLS

ANYWAY, MIGAT AS WELL BE FURIOUS
AND HAVE AN \CE-CREAM, NO?
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You! SORRY BLT

YOU CAN'T COME IN
WERARING THAT

WHAT ARE You
TALKING ABOULT?

VM SERIOUS. \T'S
poLicy. YOU'RE NOT
GETTING \N L\KE THAT

>
a)

SVGH..,

DUTE, You HRVE TO
BE KI\DDWG , THAS

\S RID\CLLOUS...
EXCUSE ME...
‘.
\s.
=
o \E\\ S {

= (1

Y, =

1 WAS BORN HERE. T SPEAK
DANISH, T PAY TAXES-YET
SOMEHOW BECAUSE \'M A
MuSLIM \'M SECOND CLASS.
NO! WorSE! \'M OFFENSIVE]

LET'S GET AN ICE-CREAM
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HEY - WHN\’;S
GOING ON
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THIS 1S SO LAMEL WE'RE 21, )
WE'RE GORGEOUS- AND WE'RE WELL =¥0ou
EATING \CE-CREAM ON A KNOW- WE
FRADAY NIGHT WHILE OUR couLD
FR\E-NDS DANCE THE\R Qo BACK 1\,
RUTTY OFF! A
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o \F YOUL TOOK
THE SCARF OFF




b THIS 1S Y \DENTlT‘l” T AM DANISH, T AM
SOMALI AND T AM A Musum H

AS AM TV EVERY E,rr AS MucH

MARBE THAT'S JUST HOW \T 13
AS YOU ARE. BUT SAGAL...

OF COURSE \T MATTERS ! BUT-
WHY SfoiL OUR EvEN\Na et

"iiim “Nﬂl\\“““"'::"'\n Il

You KNowW, MY B0SS AT THE SHOP TOLD ME \T MAKES ME SO MAD. \T MAKES ME

ANY MORE,. WHAT CAN I DO?

BuT THEN wupu‘? UNEMPLOYMENT? AND
MORE \CE-CREAM ON FRIDAR NIGRTS?

OH, SAGAL! T DIDN'T
MEAN THAT- WAIT ...

\'M SORRY SAGAL. \'T MAKES ME FURIDULS TOO -
HONESTLY, \T JUST SEEMS TO GeT HARDER
AND WARDER THOULGH. L GET TIRED oF
HAVING TO DEFEND MYSELF EVERYWHERE

1 SHOULD WERR THE N\QAB, SEE How THEY
Like THAT- \GNORANT BULLIES...
(IAHCREAECH A

HERE COMES THE BLS |




BUT \F T WANT TO Go oUT AND DANCE,

=T Don'T WANT TO HAVE TO WAIT FoR
ANGTHER OF YouR COLSING TO GET MARRIED!
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- 1lllll'lllll¥lllIi!lIIIIll\lliIllllllllilllillli“ -~
SAGAL MY SWEET -1 -TOLD ROV THoSE \T'S NOT ABOLT THE PARTY, MUM- 1T's ABOUT
FLACES ARE NOT FOR WOL. T TON'T KNOW ME BEING ACCERTED THE WAY T AM - SOMALY,
WHY YOU WOULD WANT TO GO ANYWAY... PANISH, MUSLIM ,, WOMAN - ALLOF \T!

SAGAL-YOU'RE MR OLDEST FRIEND, COME ON ARSIYAL LET'S SHoW ‘EM
You SEEMED SO MISERABLE LAST How SoMALI GiRLS DANCE..!
NIGHT, 80 T CAME HERE TO CHEER
You LP. T HAVE JUST TWO WOoRDS
FoR You. “REWONCE®..
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T WAD FRIENDS W THE CAMP BuT THERE WAS LATTLE
To ©0 oR SAY... WHAT DOES ONE DISCUSS, WHEN
EVERY DAY \S AS EMPTY PS THE LAST?

2

T WoULD LIE ON MY BACK WHEN A PLANE PASSED

OVER, \MAGINING MYSELF ONTO \T...

THEN ONE DAY L WA ED MY PAPERS. MY TORR TO
FUY WAD COME - TO A COURNTRY CALLED "DENMARK "

1 FELL 1) LOVE WIT FOZIA, A WWOMAN
FROM MAY CLAN. 1N TIME WE VWAVE
BEEN BLESSED WITH FOUR CHILDREN,

In COPENHAGEN T YOINED THE SOMALY
COMMUNITY, |T WAS AROTHER WORLD!
JUST WALKING OUT MY FRONT DOOR
FELT \RNNIGRRATING,, WONDERFUL..,

L tt—— TuT! ABDL, INTRODUCE THEM
: : PROPERLY- THIS \S FAISA,

ABSHIR, YAHYA AND TALISO!

CH HAD LOOKED <o PERCEFVL FrotM
THE GROUNT - WAS NOASY AND ALRARMING., .,

LIKE PRASONERSD, WE WOULD S\T AND CONTEMPLATE
TIME... RUNNING AWAY LIKE SAND THROUGH FINGERS

BUT WHEN THE EARTH FELL PWAY AND THE OCEAN
APPEARED, HUGE AND DARK, T FELT FREE AT LAST.

TIRTRETLNS
LTI T

HTLIEH R :II;J|:J|r.':
01! THIS \s THE
ROAD AND THAT
\S THE BikE-LANE!

T MARAGED - GET A OB AS A TAX! DRIVER,
T SURPRVSED MNSELF THAT T'm ACTL ALY
PRETTY GOOD BEHI\NMD THE WHEEL...

€ OF THESE CWelA\STS THINK THEY




HoPE HAD RETURNED To MY LIFE, AT LAST T wWAS
A WHOLE PERSON AGAIN. BuT 1N 2001 |

% THE SECOND TOWER IS COLLAPSING.." )

EVERYTHING CHANGED THE DAY THOSE BUILDINGS
FELL IR AMERICA. OVERNIGHT, LIFE SOURED...

((GooD AFTERNOON, S\R!\{

i

THE CHILDREN WERE EMBARRASSED - THEY SAwD 1
SEEMED LIKE A CRAZY MAN. BUT T KNEW THEW
WERE TROUEBLED BY THE PRE)LDICE ToD...

FTEOPLE KNEW NOTHING ABOUT SemALIA R |SLAM -
TERRORISM, VIOLERNCE AND FUNDAMENTALISM WERE
THE oMLY ASSOCIATIONS FOR MOST PEOPLE...

YOU HIDE YOUR WIFE 1N THAT
SACK-YoU SHOULD BE ASHAMED)

Ccome
LET'S
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THE SOCIETY THAT WAD WELCOMED WE, AND THAT T

HAD EMBRACED, SEEMED SUDDENLY TO PERCEIWE MY
FAMILY As A THREATENING ABERRATION

i
\'M 50 SORRY
FRISA , THIS
WILL ALL PASS...

AND THEN THE OTHER ONE

HE CALLED ME "TERRORIST"
CALLED ME RAG-HERD...

oM YERH? WHY ARE YouRk
PEOPLE ALL PIRATES? You
CAN'T OBEY THE LAW
L1KE THE REST oF LS?

L . CHND"\' Sﬁ"\’.
SIR. 1 AM JUST
A TAX\ DRWER.

1 REMEMBER DEVELOPIRAG NERVOLS HABITS, LIKE SMILING
AT TSVERYBODY ON THE STREETS, OVERCOMPERSATING,
JUST TO SHOW THAT - HEY! WE ARE NO TERRORISTS!

(\7 APPEARED OVERNIGHT - GALAD FounD IT THIS MORNING)

i)

BUT 1T DID NOT PASS. \T WORSENED, WHEN TERRORISM
RIT LONDON, AND MADRID. WE FELT LIKE PARIAHS.
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, (WND YOUR BACK,BROTHER) ) ~ |, =«
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OH, THAT'S RA\GHT! TEALH
NouR CHILDREN PREJLDICE
WHY Dop'T You!
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THE ONLY THING T HAVE IN CoMMmon WITH
THESE MEN |s WEARING MY BEARD LikeEIRS!
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WHEN WE ARRIVED HERE THERE WERE LOTS
OF WHITE FAMILIES, BUT oVER TIME THEY
HAVE MOVED AWAY., MIGRA™NT FAMILIES
TAKE THE|R PLACES, AMD THEN EVER
MORE WHVTE FAMILIES LEAVE,.,
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HONESTLY AEDL, You SOLUND JUST
LIKE A DANE WATH THAT TALK!
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1 THOUGHT 30\ LooksS LIKE

AMNOTHER KOSOVAR FAMILY -
| MOVING. \N... T HOPE THEY'RE ’ .
| BETTER BEHAVED THAN THE REST...
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Yrm - "SOMALI PIRATE S TERROR ON THE SERS "
HARD-HITTING \WVESTIGATION 1NTC MODERN
PARACSY PERPETURTED BY SOMALI GANGS.

SWGH L. MIGHT AS WELL WATCH \T-SEE
WHRAT THEY'RE SAYIRG ABOLT LS Mo

TOLD WAE SOMALIVA WAS BACKWARD -
V'Ll GET THEM TOMORROW !

xT DA n
‘ THEN THE' CALLED ME ‘T\RRTE' AMD \

NO gon!You MUST
rR\SE ABOVE \T!

WHEN I HEARD WHAT FAISA HAD DONE T WAS SO
PRoLD! “THE TEACHER WAS \MPRESSED TOO, AND
ENCOURAGED HER To JoIR THE DEBATING SOCIETY.
TopAWw SHE \S THEIR BEST DEBATER!

1AM SURE THAT SHE
GETS \T FROM ME...

T
I

JUST Look. AT T THE
WHOLE CoUNTRY 1S WAR- RAVAGED... my AreA | D N
HAS NOT SEEN FIGHTING FOR |0 VEARS... | i | d : bl UE:un.I‘IHFI':-I"m. -

T DON'T Krow SWEETHERRT-YouR ||
MOTHER HAS QUiTE A TEMPER..! [

A PSR

THE KIDS GET So INDIGRANT, SEEING THEIR FAMILY
ARND COMMUNITY DENIGRATED AS DROP-0ULT, KRAT-

nrlll“ﬂl-- .--.ii.i{\'.d . ~CHEWING, WOMAN HATERS AND TERROR\STS!

L'TTLE FAISA HWAD HAD EnouGH. AND, SHE HAD A
PLAN ofF HER OWN. NEXT DAY WiTH HER TEACHER'S
PERMISSION SHE $TOOD AT THE FRONT OF HER CLASS

MY FAMILY ATTEND THE MOSOUE NEAR THE
SHOPPING DISTRICT. MY FATHER DRWES A
TAx). WE PRE VERY NORMAL IF you HAVE
QUESTIONS ATOULT MY RELIGION OR CULTURE
—PLEASE ONLY AIK AND I WILL TELL YYou

THANK -You

Ly —

o
$ il
PERHAPS 1T MIGHT ALL BE DIFFERENT, B¢ THE

TIME YAHYA AND TALISO ARE GROWN LP,,.

ABSHIR FolLOWED FAISA'S LEAD - THE CHILDREN
KNowW THAT MAK-ING FRIENDS AND FORQwWING

VGRORARCE 15 THE ONUT WAY TO CHANGE TRINGS




Anwar ancl ,)amilah in Nelsinki

21



 ANWAR

HELSINKL

(/' Eomsanim wllV AN — 1t ke
L\FE WAS A PRECARIOUS DARCE, A DROUGWT COULD WIPE
OuLT YOUR HERD, YOUR WHOLE LWELIHOOD... WE WERE
ALWAYS ANXIGUSLY WATCHING THE SKIES AD SEASOMS..

Lf )

N 1992 AS THE F\c.\-\-rnua RAGED ON, THE waas-c OF THE
PROVGHTS STRUCLK . WE LOST EVERYTH\NC. 1T WonDERED -
WouULD T DIE 8% THE BULLET, OR STARVATIONT

MOTHER AND T REACHED A REFUGEE CAMP IN KENYA.
WE WERE BROREN PEOPLE. THERE WAS NO SENSE OF
CELEBRATION, WE HAD LOST QUR L\WWES, OUR SELVES...

s

I REMEMBER MY cuu.nuooo so CLEhﬂL
WHEN T cLOSE MY EVYES T CAN HEAR MY FATHER'S
CATTLE AND FEEL THE SUN ON MY SKAN AGAIN ...

THEN, IN THE LATE 805, THE FIGWTING BEGAN. FAR FROM
US AT FIRST, BUT WE FOLLOWED IT BVERY MULHT OW
THE RADIO ALL THE SAME.

WE SET OUT FOR THE SAFETY OF KENYA.
BUT THE JoUuRMNEY WAS HELL - S0 FAR. SO HARD.
AND FOR MY FATHER \T WAS A DEATH MPARCH,

AND THERE WE STAYED, s-ruc.\(. FoR Fwe ‘(aaas.
T PUSHED AND CAOLED MUM TO KEEP EAT\NG, , TO
Go oN, TROVLGH FOR WHAT, T WASN'T SuRe

Fi\RMmQ N SOMALVA wns R Cnms*r ANT Bi‘-‘\'t'\'l..'é

AGAVNMST THE ELEMEMNTS, MY FATHER TALGHT ME
HOW TO FIND FERTILE GRAZING LAND,

AT NIGHT 1 WOULD BE KEPT AWAKE BY FEARFLL
THOUAGHTS OF THE FIGATING OVERCOMING LS...
OF GUNMEN LORKING N THE DARKMNESS,

1 HAD TO BURY HIM THERE \N A SHALLOW GRAVE...
COVERING HWIM WITH ROCKS AND SAND...
T WAS THE WORST MOMENT OF MY L\EE .

UNTIL ONE DAY FATE \NTERVE.NED ATLAST.
WE WERE REPATRIATED, TO HELSINKIL.
NEVTHER OF US HAD E\IE-R SEEN SNOW BEFORE...
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T HAD NEVER HERARD “HeELLO!™ OTRER AWV “HELLO YOUR NAME NO,MUM , "HELLO
of FINLAND, NEVER N *vow pre oLl B T ¢ : ; D AND 'S UMML" MY NAME IS Umm]
WAGINED SUCH A N> o5 - 2 0 0 TO
PLACE, \T WAS P 3 5 s -
HALLUCINATORY TO ) OMPLICATED 2 w
SUDDENLY BE HERE. \ F ANGURGE O =N
T WAS $0 GRATEFULL ™™ : OUR ADOPTED 3 ;
TO THESE PEOPLE —- . & it FINNISH
W THE F‘NNS n! e i AR bt o iI |
in
. o al 7 \
GO HOME TO AFRICA “‘-’%‘mé’ﬁx BULD WONDER PO OU HAVE 4 /[ Yes YouNa MAN- ORED
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MOTHER AND T WE JUST CAN'T MARAGE WITH ©

MADE FRIENDS KIDS \N A 2-BEDROOM PLACE...

WITH MARY

OTHER SOMALY
FAMILIES IN
HELSINKI. 30 H
MANY SEEMED ;
TO HAVE WORRIES
AND TROUBLES -
SOCIAL, Ok
FWNANCAAL ...

THEY INTERVIEW AL S\ KADS SEPERATELY AT THE EMBASSY
N ADDIS- THEN SAY THERE 15 DISCREPANCY N THEIR
TESTWONY. WELL OF COURSE THERE 15! THE LITTLEST |5

HEARING SO MANY PROBLEMS WoORE ME Down. I HAD TO DO

WE PETATIONED SO MANY TIMES
FOR A BI\GGER APARTMENT BUT
THEY KEEP REFLSING LS...

VM S0 UFSET, ARWAR -THE APPLACATION HAS BEEN RESECTED
YET AGAIN. XOR\WWO AND THE KIDS HAVE BEEN REFUSED L;
ASRLLM THREE TIMES NOW g T THOLGHT THEY RAD TO -

b REPATRIATE FAMILIES BY LAW?

MY FRIEND
WARFAR RAD
THE OFPOSATE

T JOINED A FLEDGLING COMMUNITY ORGANISATION THAT
HELPED SOMALLS MAKING THE TRANSITION TO FINNISH
SOCIET'YY AND ADDRESSED INTERCULTURAL FRICTION

I . TSR | -FRTAER | S
mu!mﬁ -

SOMETHING CoNSTRLCTIWE , SIMPLY To pvoiD DESPAIRY

WE SOMALLS ARE P SMALL
COMMUNITY N FINLAND.

QUR HE\GRBOURS ARE AGGRESSWE TO Us-
THEW SAY WOT TO GO NEAR THEIR KIDS|

THE SHOP NEAR US WOULD NOT SERVE MY
WIFE! SHE WAS PLMOST |N TEARS...

BESIDES HOUSING 1SSLES, \T 1S THESE RACE
TENS\ONS THAT COME UP TIME AND RGRIN

WE KNOW EVERYONE BY JUST
A FEW DEGREES OF SEPARATION!
HAVING A DEGREE, AND

UNDER STANDING, SOME OF THE
OFFIC\PAL SYSTEMS, L THOUGHT
T coulD HELP OTHERS MANAGE
THE\R PROBLEWS. WE RANE
REGLLAR COMMUN\TY
MEETINGS...

T TRY TO KEEP
EVERYTHING CALM

AND POSITWE BOT\T
1S NOT ALWAR'S EASY.
NATURALLRY PEOPLE
GET VERY LPSET AND
TEMPERS FLARE...

ARMING, LET ME TALK TO MY CONTACT DAMIAN AT THE PoL\cE
STATION ABOLT THESE BONS WHO RARE HASSLING YOUNE ORVWO

|\ !




RACIAL INSULTSZ (MeS, AND THROWWG STONES. THEY REALLY FEEL UNSAFE N THEIR ARER, SIR... WELL, T DoN'T koW How EFFECTIVE THAT wWAS BUT BT LEAST T RAVSED THE \SSVES,
LY

WISH T HAD SOMETHING MORE CONCRETE T COLLD TELL TO AAMING AND OR\YO,..
[ LOOK, THERE 1S NOT A HUGE AMOUNT 1 CAR DO BUT WE WiLL STEP UP PRTROLS... 3 ING o T TO AR A

\F WE COULD ACTURALLY WYTNESS AN INCIDENT |IT WOULD HELT, BUT LEAVE \T HL DARLING - SORRY 1T's LATE.T'M
WATH ME, ANWAR , AND THANKS FOR LETTING ME KNOW. < ' = ERMATER ICLSTAION.

7 )

_ [l
THE JORB AT THE COMMULNITY ASSOCIATION 1S VOLUNTARY. SOMETIMES \T MA
NAGHTS BuT T DON'T MIND, BEING EDLCATED AND SPEAKING GOOD FINNISH, |T'S EASIER FOR ME ...

BUT THE PROBLEMS KEEP / THE HOULSING OFFICE SAR, M T SUPPOSED TO DO? SLEEP
COMING. SO OFTEN \T'S / PLACE FOR T DON'T KNOW WOW LONG! | "6E PATIENTL B8 PATIENTY 4 |

HOUSING.... IN SOMALI 77

[ TN . LT \ HWAVE A
CULTURE WE HAVE BIG - bk
FAMILIES. BUT HERE, ’

THERE 1S NOT THE
HousSinNG PROVISION.
OVER CROWDING CAN
CAUSE GREAT STRESSES,..

3 ~YOU TELL ME AND T'LL THREE BEDROOM APARTMENT OR LARGER BUT THERE SiMPLY
BECAUSE WE'RE ALLTRYING TO GET \N THE BATHROOM ! SRS TR ANSLATE FOR THEM ... 1SN'T ARYTHING AVAILABLE RIGHT NOW - CAN Hou TELL THEM?
’ - = BREAK KT THE HOLSING | e

o

\ OFF1CE OR CATY HALL...

IR

AFTER A LoNG DAY AT THINGS WORKED OUT FOR US HERE IN HELSINK) BUT WE HAVE A DUty TO

HELT OTHERS LESS FORTUNATE. THAS \S OUR COLTURE - TO HEL? EACH
THE OFF\CE CRUNCHING / OTHER , AS A COMMULNIT'Y. T IUST WISH WE coulD WORK TOGETHER,
NUMBSERS, AND THEN WITH THE WIDER , FINNISH COMMUDNTY, .

8 € W AND NOT ALWAYS HAVE THIS DWIDE, BETWEEN "THEM™ AND "LS"
ABSORBING ALL THES _ ;

TALES oF WoOE...
RETURNING HOME TO
HAWA AND KARF\ \S
MY SWEET REWARD




MY MOTHER WAS PREGNANT WITH ME WHEN SHE ESCAPED THE WAR N SOMALLA....

2

7]

MY MUM TAUGHT ME ABOLT SOMALIA AND
\SLAM FROM AN EARLY AGE.1 REMEMBER
SHE ALWAYS SEEMED HAPPY AND SAD AT

ONCE WHEN TELLING ME AROUT HER HomE

P

NoRODY AT SCHOOL kKNEW AROUT SOMALIA
OR\SLAM ... BUT T GOT ALONG WELL
WITH THE OTHER CHILDREN.,

ALL THE SAME ANMD WE ARE
ALL TA\FFERENT. BuUT YOU...

[
L YOU ARE MY MOST
PRECIOUS GIFT

{JhM\LP\H MY SWEET, WE ARE

FROM ALLAH,

\\

WHEN T WAS OLDER 1T DECIDED \T DIDNT HELP. A MEAN GIRL
THAT MY RBIR DIDR'T HELE ME FIT IN. SA\D T LOOKED LIKE A MONKEY,
T PERSURAVED tAY NMUM TO LET THE NAME §TUCK WATH THE
ME CUT T SHORT. OTHER K\DS.

|
b@%m&nwﬂ\”ﬂ il

FOR THE FIRST TIME T UNDERSTOQD TRAT MY MUM AND T WER
DIFFERENT, T WISHED T COoULD SCRUG MY SKIN AMD FIND \T
WHITE BERNERTH. T FELT ASHAMED ..,

IMAGINE How
STRAMGE. AND
SCARY 'T MUST
HAVE BEEN
FOR HER,,,

ALL ALONE WITH A
NEWBORN BAGY N
A STRANGE LAND OF
INFINATE FORESTS,
WHERE THE SN
MNEVER €T,

MY MOTHER TOLD ME RECENTLY, How 1SOLATED
SHE FELT BACK THEN... THE ONLY SomALy
MOTHER WAITING AT THE SCHOOL GATE.

T NEVER HAD RNY IDEA,

ONE DAY A BOY 1N MY CLASS REFUSED
TO SIT WITH ME BECAULSE HE SAID 1
WAS 'DIRTY . SOMEHOW, EVERM THING
SEEMED TO cHANG.E 1N THRAT MOMENT,,,

1 $TARTED TO WERR THE HIIAG WHEN

T wWAS 16, AT AIRST \T SHOCKED
oo\..

\a A

BuT EVERYTHING T

T STARTED TO SPEND MORE TiML THEM. 50 WHRAT WAS THE
READING THE QURAN WITH MUM, DIFFERENCE? T FINALLY FELT
SEARCHING FOR MY OWN \DENTITY, LIKE MY OWN PERSON.




FROM THAT PAY ON T WORE THE HIJAB. \T SEEMED To
ERECT A BARRIER WATH MANY 1IN MY CLASS, BUT L
MADE A FEW TRUE FRIENDS FOR THE FIRST TIME TOO...

HOWEVER , OUT IN THE CITY T OFTEN SEE PEOPLE GWING ME SIDEWANYS LooKs
THAT THEY Donl'T TRUST ME.

1'vE ALWAYS BEEN \NTO FP\S\-\\ON. | s 7o 1= BuT ONE RETER ANDOTHER MY APELICATIONS
SHOES ARE P TARTICULAR WEAKNESS .., : . |y WERE REJECTED OR IGRNORED ENTIRELN ...

B4 1
VGWL THESE LOOK LIKE -

WELLINGTON 80078 !

. e = (> V
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1 T WANTED TO WORK 1N Ft\sm .1 Bseann
APPLNING FOR JOBS N THE C\TY.
2 H=0=EN /I

5

ONE DAY T VAD AN INTERVIEW WITH A BIG CLOTHES RETAILER . T WAS ONLY A S%?—l

FLOOR POSITION. WHEN T GOT THERE, THE MANAGER DIDN'T RVEN LOOK KT MY C.V,
SORRY, - T HAVE TO 7Y BEFORE TELLING ME SHE DION'T THINK T WAS "RIGHT" FOR THE J0B.

.$¢00T OR MY BoSS U
WILL KILL ME. You
MIND SETTLING UP? YES.. .WELL,
THANK You ]
FOR COMING ; WILL YOU KEEP
N, AAZEERA ) ‘ A MY cv ON FILE-T




AFTERWARDS, T SAW THE NEXT CANDIDATE ARRWE - R WAVTE
GRL, SAME RGE AS ME... THE MANAGER GREETED HER W\TH

A B1G SMILE AND THEY DISAPPERRED 'NTO RER OFFICE,

MY MUM GENTLY SUGGESTED T TRY
AMNGTHER KIND OF JOR. THEY WERE

Hig w6 AT THE PWRPORT,,,
C'SE&UR\TY O?ERA'TNt-,."]

THEY ACCePTED ME, BuT 1 RESOLVED

FOR MY MLM'S SAKE TO TRY MY REST,

T COMPLANED To THE SENIGR MANAGER. HE SAD THE SUPERVISOR'S

ON THE BUS HOME , THE SENSE OF BEING WATCHED WAS
WORSE TrAN EVER. THE EMPTY SEAT NEXT TO ME FELT
Likg A POINTED MESSAGE...

You Look VERY
SMART, JAMILAH!

Ty

THINGS GOT WORSE LATER \N TRE WEEK. T WAS WORKING THE SECUR\TY -
- LiNE ARD ASKED A WOMAN TO STEP ASIDE FOR A RANDOM SEARCH —

[ You cAN'T PLAY THE |

DECISION ON THE UNIFORM WAS FINAL,,,
| RAcE cARD Here-! )

THIS TimE THE MANAGER TOLD ME
TO “'SToP CAUSING TROUBLE,,."

| I m——1

You' RE NOT SEARCHING MEL ‘

You PEOPLE ARE THE :
TERROR\STS!

\‘w ‘::ai;e) :gge"
i

e ——

BUT THE MOMENT HE SAW DMAE,
MY SUPERVISOR SA\D —

You NEED TO LIAGKTEN LP
AND BE A TEAM- PLAYER!

AFTER MY SHIF

T T A3UeT SAT IN TRE BRPORT CAFE FOR AN HOUR,

WATCHING PLARNE AFTER PLANE TAKE OFF AMD DIS APPEAR,




T WADN'T TOLD MY MOTHER ARBOULT ARPLYING TO A
FASHION COLLEGE \N LONDON..,
T NEVER IMAGINED THEY WOULD ACCEPT ME.

T FELT TERRIBLE, WHAT HAD T Done? How coulp 1

CONTEMPLATE ABANDONING MY MOTHER?

|

sasssnssanaq

WHAT 1S
\T, JAMILAH? Jp
k-

SHE CAME WITH ME To THE AIRPORT. WE WERE
SILENT ALL THE WAY, TRYING TO BE STRONG,..
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BUT WHEN WE HAD To PART AT THE PASSPORT
DESK, BOTH OF US BROKE DOWR CRYING..

1 SENT MY SCARF TO MUM FOR HER BIRTHDAY,

(P10 NIENVETLE 14

BusiMEss, FASTER.

i

THINGS AREN'T PERFECT N ENGLAMD EVTHER.

Saesvsasasen
rsasseny
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You ARE MY PRECIOUS

GIFY FROM ALLAW ?:::::;uck;
B [¥] wll®
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WE SPEAK MOST DAYS ON SKYPE.

1 GUESS STu\’\D\TY IS UNWERSAL.

BuT SHE LOOKED ME \n -THE ENE AND SAID-—
1

You MAKE ME ProuD.

[ao.mo BE HAPPY. ]

LONDON 16 GREAT. T Dom'T FEEL LIKE T STICK OUT HERE,
THERE'S EVEN ANDTHER SOMALL GIRL IN THEYERR RBOVE,

, il

':]:I I‘]”f“
i A
platsil AL,

i
A .,.||1r AT

||]| |.

oA

T'M DOING WELL ON MY COURSE, You'LL NEVER GUESS

DLUR FIRST ASSIGNMENT.,, HEAD-SCARVES]

N A YEAR T'LL RETURN TO HELSINKL, You KnNow, T

ACTUALLY FELT HOMESICK THE OTHER DAY.

Y,

1T WAS A SURPRISE To REALISE THAT N MY HERRT,
FINLAND \S HOME.
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WE HAD NEVER BEEN SEPARATED BEFORE.
T WAD No \DEA WHERE T WOULD GO, OR WHAT
MY FUTURE HELD...

OME OF THEIR 77 CHILDREN AWAY FROM THE WAR,
T WAS THE ELDEST— SO T WAS CHOSEN,

OR TWO YEARS T WAITED IN A REFUGEE CAMP IR/ o
| KENYA. SO MANY OF US IN TRE SAME CRUEL b
PRED\CAMENT... ALL WAITING FOR OUR NAME TO

(OME UP, SYTTINA \N THE HERT,DAR W, DAY OUT

il

(ONTEMPLATE THE HORRORS WE HAD WITNESSED,

0 TR 1« sevone

BUS LookiING
——————1 oyT AT ™E

TREES, SO

T WAS PART 0F A UN REPATRIATION DRWE. THEY gEALTIFUL
BROUGHT ME TO AMSTERDAM, A TLACE T KNEw

NOTHING 0F. A COACH MET US AT THE ARPORT.

WAR 1S TERRIGLE. WE HAD PLENTY OF TWME TO

p £y e N
IR, WA % 4

I REALISED AS T DROVE AWAY Tr
NEVER SEE MY FAMILY AGAIN,

THeN ONE
MOMENT OF HAPPINESS, T ONIWN FELT SAY FoR
THOSE T WAS LEAVING BERWND,
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(381 OCTOBER- £71.2.0 ON FOOD...

(On DEAR OH DEAR...)
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THINGS WERE $O TOUGH BACK THEN. WHEN I COULDN'T AFFORD MEDICATION

1 THINK You HAVE THAT HURT SO MUCH, T WA "THE LUCKY ONET
FOR MY UNCLE'S EPILEPSY, T -TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO MY BROTHER ON THE PHONE R - o oo agout Your BUT HOW COVLD MY FAMILY UNDERSTAND THE STRUGGLE
: i - FAMILY, BROTHER T FACED? TS SO EXRENSIVE TO LIVE HERE.
3 YOU'RE THE LUCKN ONE To HAVE 5 1 kNoW ABEDY BUTIT'S

: MY CHILDREN NEEDED DECENT FOOD AND CLOTHES...
GOT oLT! WE ARE STUCK HERE NOT EASY HERE EVTHER, G :
WATH NOTHING , BROTHER- JUST ¢ \T'S A STRUGGLE 1N ~p- ' AVARN AND I_OF‘TEN WENT WITHOUT,

THE WAR AROUND LS EVERY DAV < A DIFFERENT WAY... (pAv's TUMMY RUMELED! )
s sy, V

ABDA?

(P8DY, ARE R0U THERE? )

AN AAN TOOK WORK \N A SCHOOL , BUT EVEN WITH
BoTH SALARIES, WE BARELY STRUGGLED THROLGH
T Tl

FOR 10 YEARS T WAS BURDENED WITH (ONSTANT GUILT. [ IT'S SO LATE MUSTA....
T LOVE MY FAMILY. MY RESFONSIBILITY 15 To HEM But PRI A AR SulLE
THEIR NEEDS ARE SO GREAT. T COULD NEVER EARN

ENOUGH O LESSEN THEIR SUFFERING.

WOULLD YWou LIKE
FRIES WITH THAT?

L QUALIFICATION DIDN'THELP. T RELIED

QNE DAY OUR LUCK CHANGED. T WAS TALKING TO THE

: Nva YeS, Quickwy
SOMPAL) OWRER OFOUR LDCAL COMMUNICATIONS SWoP... W 7 . MUSTA-T IS

_ - \ AN EMERGENLY
il ABROOM 15 LEAVING HERE MUSTA. T'LL NEED | e e 8 -
(il A NEW MANRGER . TO You KNOW ANYBODY ? t‘é"”m’”’/ 7]

I LOVE WORKING HERE. PEOPLE COME \NTO W
ALL OVER “THE WORLD, WHENEVER THERE \S AN ENMERGENCY
(N THE WORLD WE ARE FIRSYT TO KNOW, AND TRY TO HeLY

LAST MONTH FOR EXAMPLE THERE WAS A HUGE FLOOD WE ALL STRUGGLE TO KEEP CONNECTED AND
IN BANGLADESH . ANXI0US RELATIVES FILLED THE SHOT SUPPORY OUR FAMILIES BACK HOME. HERE T

1T'S TERR\GLE MUSTA, | / V"M $0 SORRY. WE WILL , 20~ CAN HEL? PEOPLE WITH PROBLEMS JUST LIKE MINE
MY VILLAGE |S UNDER COLLECT FUNDS TO P

WATER, MPARY DEAD WELP BROTHER.

MY CousSin - MY

MUSTA!. T TALKED TO
PARENTS ARE OK!

'S A DROT \N THE OCE
WE'RE LIKE B B\G EXTENDED FAMILY HERE,
COMMUNMI CATIONS ARE CRUC\AL FoR LS,




HAVE NEVER BEEN HELD 8} THEIR GRAND PARENTS OR AT SCHOOL, GRANDMAL WOULD YOoU BE
MET THEIR UNCLES... THIS SADDENS ME EVERY DAY. DOWNG THAT, CHILD?!

WV CHILDREN HAVE NEVER BEEN 0 SOMALIA. THEY ||| ||I| “ [1'. AM LEARNING Fu.enc.\-\] { WHR ON EARTH

Al -
] iq“tmlm‘
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PUTER. BUT \T 1S NOT THE SAM

LR S e RS T,
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ONE DAY,
WSHA ALLAK

Al L T ) AN T Wikt _.|III i
| \.-N.!_)JLO Bé UNITED, AND eSS 25 mwml_

CouLD HEL? ONE ANOTHER ALONG. i: BUT ONE DAY.




‘MY FIRST HUSBAND N SOMALLA
WAS A LR(ABOUT. S0 IN 2006, T
DWORCED HiM! ALUAMDULILLAH
THAT MY 3 CHILDREN AND T
MOVED HERE TO LE\CESTER.

Ol u

BuT WITH ALLAH'S GRACE,\ AM FREE
AND \NDEPENDENT, LAST YEAR T
QPENED A CAFE WITH MY FRLIEND HAWT
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SAKOSA CAFE
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BuT HE WAS WORSE THAN THE FIRST!
A DRUNK AND ANGRY GOOD-FOR-
NOTHING. T DWORCED A SETCOND TIME,

V2T 7 7 TS

Focly
o

1 MET MY SECOND HUSBAND AND
HAD tTWO FURTHER CHILDREN...

SHAMSO & FARITLY

LEICESTER
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Now T HAVE A WHOLE FAMILY
To SLUPPORT ALL ON MY OWW.

T WAKEBEFORE SUNRISE gyERY DAY
To PERFORM MY MORMIN G PRAVERS
THIS 1S MY FAVOURITE TIME OF ORY!

94,

T REFLECT ON THE GRACE OF ALLAY
AND GAWVE THANIKS FOR ALLTHE

i =
—= %
_8.,\ PEOPLE WHO HAVE HELPED ME ..,
. THE DAY STARTS WiTH A MUUUM! DEEQO ] \
KiDs! ue! WHIMPER ... MUUUM SAGAL 15 IN ) TOOK MY Socks! SORT 1T OUT, UUM'
: : : THE BATHROOM AND K10S! DON'T
= SHE'S GOING To MAKE 3.6 : MOE‘% e
WAKEY ME LATE AGAIN ! = MAKE -
WAKEY,,, _ LUP THERE!
\| l| = L ‘ ” % {
< (D .
LA S =
FPROM FIRST THING \N THE

AT 06:15 T WAKE uf THE

CRHILDREN...

..‘\,\\'I.IJI,"-.]!;]E,\,l.,lilrll'i!"""”"':'|'-\.H|"|'|i||||}1f"" N

W THEN A BANG!

MORNING | AM COOKING...



EVERY MORNING, SARAH CALLS FoR SAGAL,

AND THEY WALK TO SCHOOL TOGETHER WATH
MY ELDEST, NABLIL...

THREE MINUTES, T

WANT TO SEE SHOES
AND coaTs ont!

WHERE 1S MY
MATHS - BOoK?

_—.' 56GAL , YOLR LVTTLE
S'.%'\'ER 15 so SwEET‘

= SARAY, wANT! You
2] CAN HAVE THIS

Muoumt
CAN T WAVE

: SPARE SAMOSA
NOT WHEN You HAVE To 2

T Don'T
WANT TO WEAR
A CONT

PERQO 18
SLLURPINGT

W1 MRS MAHAMEED,
Wi sSAGAL-

TWO MORE
SL\CES OF
TOAST, oM ?

! T ARAANW! T CAN'T FIND
2 & MY MATHS BooKk!i!
[+][s]
=~ V l Y il
~“v--..-- Q = o
=

- \

[—)

BEN
THE REST ARE MY RESPONSASILITY! WHILE
THEY AINLISH EATING, \ PREPARE 3 LUNCHES —

AND EAT MY OWN BREAKFALT 1F THERE 1S Time !

it

OFTEN T ALSO TAKE MRS KHAN'S K\DS
FROM NBX'\' DOOR.

.'" THANKS SHAMSO,
=| SEE You LATER

==

il

4 SUARE A ROOM WITH HER JE5

2| Wi TH YouR Luncm ! s

Y

ik

T WALK THEM TO THE PRITMARY SCHOOL . THEY
ARE FOREVER TALIKK\NG AND DAWDLNG.,.

UNDER THE BED!

o
LI
)

0 1 [r!l.l““lllnl
1 REMEMBER! 1T'S
2

S0 BY THE T\ME WE ARRWE T FEEL MORE
Ln-’.'é A sHEPHE.&DE%s 'n-\AN A N\E-\?-E. oMt
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il fies
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THEN T MIGHT BOMP INTO MRS COOPER
AND HER TWO ON THE WAY...

~ ﬁM{MBER o £AT ALL YouR LuNcH! )
- NeS
. ;A MuMl
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RUSH \S \N FULL-FLOW

1 ARRWE AT THE CAFE AT 08:\%, WHERE HANI
HAS ALREADY DPENED UP AND THE MORNING

SHAMSO! TI\DYou

=
0
Ll (5
[w7:n]) i
L |
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(Ll
MORE SAMOSAS! ) _ =
- ../lr e "j‘
{ &
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A
00 0O I ll
W S

GET THE MILK?

3
=)
\¥

You CAN'T HAVE ENOVGH, THEY
ARE POPULAR WITH EVERYROTN—
HANGLADESHIS, PARISTANIS, THE
ENGLISH BOYS..,

T SPEND MOST OF THE MORNIG
PREPARING SAMOSAS...

EVERNBODY SAYS T MAKE THE
FINEST SAMOSAS AROCUND

L Sc;rawuL ON THE CHAIR-)
]

5 ('m DRAWING HANTL)

Tl T .
5% \

AT 1AI00 T COUECT THE LVTTLEST
ONE FROM NURSERY, T WAVE TO
WRTcH HER WHILE T woRrk TN
THE CAFE.

AT 19120 \T'S TIME To COLECT THE
OTHER TWD AND TAKE THEM To THE
MPODRASSA 1O LEARN ABOLT
THEIR REL\GION AND CULTURE..,

DI\D You EAT
ALL YoUR Lu NeH? =

F- erts

. -
- s
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THERE ARE ALWAYS SOME REGULARS HAVING
A STRONG SOMALI COFFEE To START THE DAY

i

1 MUST SAY, T AM
PARTIAL TO A
FEW MYSELF!

0,

SOME OF THE OLD BoYS SIT AROUNDALL
MORNING DRINKING COFFEE AND DEBRTING
THE S\TUATION TN SOMAL\A...
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THE RUSH PICKS UP AGAIN AT ARCUND
TWELVE, FOR TWO HOURS T NEED
TEN PARS OF HANDS...

- -y

s
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°

VE'S VERY \MPORTANT THEY LEARN

THEIR QUR'AN AND MAINTAWN

THEIR SOMALT ROOTS AND—
00Ps! T'M RUNNING LATE!



SORRY L'M
LATE HANTL!

VM TRYWNG AND TRYING TO SAVE FOR A BIGGER
S0l HOUSE. ALL OF US ARE (N JUST Twwo ROOMS AND
EVERY MORNING THE FIGHT FOR THE
BATHROOM GETS LONGER, AND LoUDER...
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T HAVE TO GET BACK TO THE CAFE TO WELP HANT
CLEAN UP AND PREPARE FOR, TOMORROW.

IT'S A LOT OF WORK, BUT ALLAKH HAS BLESSED
ME WATH THIS BUSY NESS!

“DESPAIR NOT OF ALLAR'S MERCY: BEHOLD | ALLAY
FORGWES ALL SINS— FoR,vERILY , HE ALONE 15
MUCH-FORGIVING, A DISPENSER OF GRACEL"
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THEN AFTER PRAYERS, ™ 2€D. \T'S SO

CRAMPED HERE, BuT WE LOVE EACH DTHER
| AND PULL TOGETHER AS A FAMILY...
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THAT'S LovELY ,DEMR. Do THE LADIES AT
THE MOSQUE ENIOY MAKING JAMT
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TEA WITH TWO

SUGARS, DAWNY, =

HOW ARE YOU )
TODAY?

I )

(FINE TMANK YOU SUAMSO )

NEY

ON WEEKENDS T VISIT THE OLD PEOPLE'S HOME TO
KEEP THEM COoMPANY, T TELL THEM ALL ABOULT
ISLAM SO THEY CAN SHARE THE WASDOM AND JOX(!

Ij
i

|

THIS 15 ALMOST READY -
SET THE TABLE

o o

N M2 /

o [}
o

THE DAY FINISHES WATH COOKANG ONE MORE
MEAL. BUT DINNER ALL TOGETHER \S SPECIAL ..

(KaAFI STOP KIcKING! )
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WELL.
USUALLY.
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FAREWELL TAHLIIL! WE
ARE GOING TO LONDON!
= = B

0

‘)f}-j

% IF You MARRIED
UGASS - YOU MUST BE
NIMCO'S COUSIN THEN?




SWEETHERRT, LET
DADDY REST- HE
\S VERY TIRED!

l'|'i= Lovs SHE 1§ BEING GooD!

SYARAAWNZ 1T'$ OK MY J

MUM =

SHH AND
GO PLAY
UPSTAIRS
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WORK AND STUDY HARD MY LovE, You cAN BE
THE CHANGE [N SOMALLA GNE DAY, WE cou LD
PLL RETURN HOME AND L\VE |N PEACE THERE

R

SR

=
——

SAAFI
BB

I}‘- D

AND D g D <onALIA AND w -,
o - |-- THIS 16 WONDERFUL | vT's UNCLE DAYAX [ 1T'S GOING STRAVGHT
. C 2 I|f .SWEETHSF\'R.?! \n MOGGA! ONTHE FR\DC\E.'
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SARFI- NO RIDING
OUTSIDE THE GATE

fvilt
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ALY REL B -
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ONLY RAGNG SARRRW TO
THE CORNER pMuML T
WON'T CROSS ANY ROADS

THE SCHOOL WAS v
CLOSED AOAIN
—1 BECAUSE THEY
| SWOT ONE OF
THE TEACHERS
VN THE HEAD

SARFL, 1

SAID NO
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1 WANTED To HELY SOMALIA HEAL. T SMILE Now,TO
LooK BACK ON MY TEENAGE EARNESTNESS, BuT T
WAS SINCERE, AND STILL AM. MOST OF THE KIDS \N
MY SCHooL WERE DISRUTTIVE ARD SEEMED NOT

To WANT TO B¢ THERE ...

i " e, P
1&\\1‘“ A’hl‘,'l. ; '.—.=? ".ll I‘L.
You cAN {MAGINE | 1T D\D NOT HELP MY MOTHER'S
DEPRESSION. BUT SOMEHOW, WITH MY FATHER'S MEMORY
NEVER FAR FROWM MY MIND, ALLTHE ADVERSITIES
SEEMED ompLy To FUEL MY DETERMIRATION.

T CONCENTRATED AND TRIED MY HARDEST EVERY DAY,
KNOWING HOW MISKY WISHED FOR BETTER SCHOOLING
T KRNEW WHAT A TRWILEGE |T WAS. T FELY ANGRY
WITH THE DTHER KIDS - WHAT yD10TS THE'Y SEEMED!

T GREW CLOSE To MY UNCLE DAYAX, EVEN FROM
A 000 MILES AWAY... HE NEVER FORGAVE HIMSELF
THAT FATHER DIED WHEN VISITING HiM,.HE WOULD
ALWAYS SAY HOW PROUD FATHER WAD BEEN OF ME

HAD HE LIVED 1N ENGLARD DAYAX
WOULD HAVE RECEWED BETTER
MED\CAL CARE. T HAVE NO DoLBRT
THAT HE WOLLD ST BE PLWE ™NOW
ARD FOR MARY YEARS TO CoME

EMOTION ALLY. FINANCIALLY!

LOSING WM SEALED My
AMBITION TO BECOME A
DOCTOR. MUM SUPPORTIED
ME ALL THE WAY.

THE AREA WE LWED 1N WAS NEVER THE NICEST,
THERE WERE SOME REALLY STOPID PEOPLE THERE
WHO HAD A PROBLEM WITH How WE DRESSED,
ESPECIALLY MY MUM

[—
O\ RAG-HERD, GO
HOME TO AFR\CA

GET \NS\DE
AUICKLY SARAF)

TEN YEARS AFTER DAD'S DEATH, DAYAX FINALLY
SUCCUMBED To S CHRONIC ILLINESS. STILL A YOUNG
MAN - |T FELT TO ME LIKE LOSING P SECOND FATHER,

1 KEEP A PROTO OF DAD HERE 1Ny
MY LOCKER. NEXT YEAR T WILL
VISIT SOMPLIA FOR THE FIRST

TIME- AS A MEDICAL VOLLUNTEER .




MY SISTER GACAL LIKES To TELL ME
HOW T WOULLD SCREAM AND CRY AT
THE SOUNDS OF THE FIGHRTING ...

AGH! GERROFF
You BLG OAF!
WE'RE NOT
KiDE ANy
MORE!IMUM!
SHE'S GWING
ME A KNUCKLE
-RUB paain !

WE MOVED TO ENGLAND WHEN T WAS
FOUR. L\WING \N NORTH LoNDOMN \S
ALL TVE REALLY KNOWN,

ZEIN'S GREAT OM THE FOOTERLL PITCH
BUT NEEDS TO FOLUS MuUCH HARDER
Ot Wi MATHS AND SCIENCE..,

HE SAYS 1'M GREAT ON
THE FOOTRALL PATCH

1 Don'T REMEMBER MUCH FROM MY CHILDHOOD [N MOGADISHU, MUM TELLS ME WE
FLED WHEN THE FIGHTING CAME TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT. L SORT OF REMEMBER

HEARING EXPLOSIONS... BUT 1T's pLL A 1T OF A BLUR, REALLY,

G 2 L m A e 5

1T STARTED PRIMARY LCHOOL WHEN 1
GoT HERE AND SoON REGARAN TO SPEAK
MORE ENGLISH THAN SOMALL.

I T I I
ME AND MARK ARE POWER RANGERS, MUM_'_)

=

L
anNm m‘h‘

T sAw MUM HIDE THE CHOCOLATE
B1SCutTS 1N THE ToP CcLPRDARD!

X

CHOCOLATE ... SOMETHING...
@]

®
i3

RBLE TO SPEAK A LANGUAGE THAT
MUM COULDN'T UNDERSTANDA

T WAS TEN, THE FIRST
TAME THE FEDS STOPPED ME.
T wWAsS COMING BRcCK
€ROM FOOTIE PRACTISE.

Hey Som, CAN You sTof
A MINUTE FOR ME7?

=1 | A
i
([

SHARP OBYECTS? AN You
OPEN ROUR BA¢ FOR ME?

I'D HAVE QUVTE A COLLECTION
BY NOW, |F T HAD SAYED ALL
THE STOP AND SEARCY sLIPS
THEY HAVE HANDED ME OVER
THE YERRS...




MY MATE GEROME CAYS HIS MLUM ALWAYS MAKES B
COMPLAINT WHEN HE GETS STOPPED. L cAN'T BE
BOTHERED WITH ALL THAT. 1 Don'T TELL MY MUM

MOST TIMES. T DOR'T WANT TO UPSET HER.

I

|

(Wi ZEINY DID YOU HAVE A N\CE DAY ? )

-3 / (51aM.. YES MUM )

© S gec?
5N /3 Boof
TR, N %‘_g?
/4 = 3 3 ——

i
| = ————

A POL\CE CAR CRULISED PAST JUST WHEN WE WERE
GOWNG 'N THE SHOP. ALL T DAD WAS To cATCH
THE OFF\CER'S EVYE...

DoN'T You WP!STE THAT ON COMPUTER cmmas

AND NONSF.NSE YOU HERR ME, ZEWN?

NEXT THING \T'S HANDS 0N THE WML TURN OLT

olo l % “‘v | _
B

’ TRAINERS COUNT AS "MEW

ME AND GEROME WENT QUT To THE SHOPS,
HE WAS FLUSH TOO, WITH (ASH HE EARNED FRom
CLEANING AT Y\S AUNT'S CAFE,.,

522 M 65 =" T

“{\F You Come HOME .
] WATH THOSE NIREST |
=4 woulLD LOVE To SEE

7] CLOTHES", RIGHT 2 SHE cAN'T

i
7
'Ju//
i |

ONE YEAR SHE GAVE ™ME A RMUNDRED GULID A AR EID
GIET. SHE WANTED ME TO GET SOME NEW CLOTHES
AND A HAV\RCUT FOR THE CELEBRATI\ON.

You BoYS KNOwW ABoUT A
ROBRERY ON FORDWYCH
ROAD THIS MORNING ?

NO! WE'VE REEN
ROUND HERE ALL DAY

ARGUE WITH THRAT !

b
.y L
<

A

e

sl

G

T AN
wue\ze DID You GET ALL

THIS MONEY THEN?

a

PO

THE TROUBLE You GET!

S

THAT'S MY MONEY

FoR E\D CLOTHES!

YOUR POCKETS. RIGHT ON THE HIGH STREET IN
FRONT OF EVERVYEODY... SO HUMILIATING.

:M II

GEROME GoT UPSET BUT T TOLD HinM TO Be CoOL. T
ALMOST DIDN'T QUESTION THE FACT OF BTING SEARCHED.

THEY SCARED THE L\FE OUT OF Mt —

NG || PHONE |L=  LoRlar/edn Reo || 1 wAS HALF WAY HOME WALKING UP BENTLEY ROAD
—— [ UNLOGRING ([_crucxem x P12z v ovrecas diRios ||[J WHEN THE PEDS CAME AND JUMPED ME- NO
1~ - 7| 7 M \NARNANG - FROM OUT OF NOWHERE...
L ] - i ; : = . - i —] et B |
1l i 7 w ° ’:‘e{ | L : E

- }_'_ |I 7 Lz 5 ; o = 4 iy
T 77 1 | v 1 | L 1~ : e b 5 S = | i :
Two *(emas AND ABoLT A MILLION s-roP AND- SEARC\-\es —= < A 1\

LATER T WAS \N LUPPER SIXTH AT ScHoOL AND I
PREDICTED A's AND B's IN MY EXAMS. T WANTED TO ) . 5 ﬁ;ﬂ@g
STUDY BI10-CHEMISTRY AT UNMWERSITY. MY MUM " U A0 A

WAS MAKING MONEY STRETCH TO PAY FOR EXTRA
TulTioN BEFORE THE ExXAMS.

FIRST T wnEwW T WAS JUST CLAMMED Uf AGAINST A WALL.

T WAS LISTENING TO MY MUSIC. T DAON'T HEAR THEM COMING.

HANDS ON THE INALL! HANDS
RIGHT ON THE WALL!

~
-
S -% o
Dn‘yp ‘\) -
= =
. I\ W
||I \
|I|I - I||I|
i f 1 I'
= '\4’ | "l, 1 fl_;:' "'|I|||

T STILL HAD MY HEADPHONES ON §0 T coulDM'T EVEN
HEPR WHAT THEY WERE SCREAMING \N ™MY ERR .,




il
| i I|
3 '. i

PHYSICS BQOKS‘
T'VE REEN KT TuiTIoN !

WHERE DID \.’ou Jus-r CoME
1 FR0M7 WHAT'S IN THE 6!\&’*’

V'S 21:15 AND T AM ARRE ST NG You ON m.:sm.:mﬂ

OF RQGEERY AND AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

U There's eem AN ASSAULT HERE 20 M\NUTES )

BGO. BLACK MALE, 5'10" BLACK JACKET,.. )

e v
\ ‘ (RIS RINT BLACK, IT'S GREY —

DON'T GET SMART, \T DOESN'T SUIT You)'_'

AT TRE STATON T FINALLY GST MY pHomCcALL. T
RANG MY MUM. SHE ALREADY KNEW WHERE I WAS.

SO THAS VAR DRWES PAST THREE TIMES, WiTH
BLACK oUT winNDows 50 T CAN'T SEE'WN. LATERON T
FIND 6LUT THE VICTIM WAS \N THERE, SYTING ME UP,

BUT AW T KNOW 1S THEY'RE NOT LISTENING TO
ANNYTAING T HAVE TO SAN.

NEAH , COPY THAT -

- HEY, WAIT, OFFIcER, MAN! )
WE'LL BRING, HIM 1N

r
x

\

. |l|||l
I || | \'I

SOME OTHER PoLwE HAD ALREADY CoME TO THE
HOUSE AND WERE SEARCHING MY ROOM.

i .:i :!f i el OWLWANT! DON'T LEAVE MY
| | | Books on THE PAVEMENT!
i i E' I ; -

: Ii .', b POLICE

| el o ( o

i :.I- m == __'
| A ! [an=s
1) | QLIBE PoOu
i (i

=

NO MUM-\T'S LATE. STAY PUT WITH GACAL AND
TRY NOT TO WORRY, \'LL cOME GAcKk WHEN
\T'S SORTED- \T'§ JUIST A MISUNDERSTAND\NG -,

T

2¢
; 5 {‘j'”; 3 P
N ey

6’4;%’ d

11 1
WHAT ARE You " =
TALKING ABOUT? | & -
Bt ~
'y : =
= s
T : " |
= f
i I |

BuT AFTER WA\TING SEVERAL HOLRS IN A BARE

WE ARE ARE.E.&TNG \c‘ou lN CDNNEC.T\ON \m‘t‘H (o]
CECOND ROBEBERY LAST TUEIDAY EVENING...

CELL, THINGS GOT A WHOLE LOT wWoRSE.
7lc
D

¢
TR EE
S B
ﬁ,t
- Q
2

i | I |||
THEY 'RE HERE RIGHT NOW! OH SWEETHERRT, ARE You
OK7? 1'LL cOME To You AS SOON AS THEY LEAVE -

o
—r ! L %
= = | ‘k o
| =
= = | [/
oL d i I"Lr ‘a?h
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|I|
.Jn .|J|n )

LN wm.
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WHERE WERE YOU PRECASELY ON THE EVENING OF THE 10m?

T WAS AT MY HOLSE, MmAM!
AND YOU CAN PROVE THAT, (AR YOu?

//

T T T T T




Ve
i
THEY ToOK ME TO MARYLEBONE CROWN COURT T HAD TO WANT \N A CEWL WITH THESE 1IN THE COURT 1 CouLD SEE MY MUM 1N ! You ARE CHARGED WITH ROEBERY it
g HJ OTHER SKETCHVW- SEEMING GUYS,,, THE GALLERY AND SHE WAS CRYING.... L AND AGGRAVATED ASSALLT... WE ARE !
I | GOING TO LET YYou GO HOME S0 ou cAm ,|{
CONTINUE YOUR SCHOOLING BUT You

S . ARE NOT o 8¢ OUT OF THE HOME
| m ’ 7 . BETWEEN Lo AND Lam...
I

% il g B op A LLLLI
AL A7, )| R

THEY PUT A TAG DN MY ANKLE TO MONITOR ME AND ALL TO0 $00oN THE EXAMS CAME AMND EVEN A L AND ON RESULTS DAY MY WORST FEARS WERE
SENT ME ON MY WAY, SUDDENLY MY WHOLE WORLP SAT THEM T KNEW T WAS ScReEwWING \T UP..,
WAS JUST ScHooL AND HOME. AND NO CHANCE TO

CONF\RMED.
VASYT MY TUTOR \N) THE EVENINGS...

r \T's ONE "B" AND Two C's —
| ,_| THIS IS GREAT. JUST GREAT,

LISTEN TO ME ZEIN, \'M PROUD OF

T { [\’oo.maamoes DON'T Ma-rTsRn.J )[ I
>DO 1 1 ; y

SOME WEEKS LATER THE CHARGES WERE DROPPED ON
THEY DO MATTER, MUM- THEY DO. T CAN'T GET SON, WE ALL LOVE You AND \'M $0 PROUD oF
MY FIRST CHOLcE DN WITH THIS- DAMMN 1T/

. ARADES RGT INSUFRICIENT EVIDENCE. THE TAG CAME OFF AND T
You, NOT \N SPITE OF THESE v
WAS A T0 TAKE A AT MY SEco e telld N
26N - ZEIN! RECALSE OF THEM ... You WORKED SO HARD RS SLERE SIE SR !
SRLM oowN-l PLANST THE ODDS...YOU'RE A cLevER Bov, zeIN T IRY NOT To BE ANGREN -BUT \'M ALWAYS
) ’ TRIRKRG ABOUT THE NEXT TiME \T CoLLD (o WRoNG
EOR ME. WHO To FIGHT aRouT THIS STUFF - THE

POLICE? THE GOVERNMENT? 1'm A Youna BLACK
MAR- T'VE GOT MO YOICE \N THAS...




N\’agoo\ and Mustafa \n Malmo
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T WAS SO HAPPY AS A CHILD \N SOMALIA

EVERYTHING HAD TEXTURE \N SOMALIA , EVEN THE
WALLS OF OUR HULUT WERE ALIVE - MADE OF REEDS

WATCH CLOSELY - AFTER
A You RANE GRoumD THE

MEAT YOU CAN ADD THE

CHOPPED OMION,..

; (; ICAM%

| NoT oo MucH
AT once! | WANT

TO STR 1T 1ML, _'

M Y MAGOOL ! HELP
P‘ r ] S FETeH WATER-!
i \ = = T — g -

I l%:f

s

Ve

i
l

|

THOSE DAYS
WERE LoveLy

MY MOTHER WAS A WONDER
HER, T WANTED TO BE AS GOOD AS SHE WAS,..

ARE YoU

LOOKING BACK |T SEEMS LIKE EVERY NIGHT MY
PARENTS WOULD TELL ME STORES UNDER THE STARS,
WE HAVE A WONMDERFUL ORAL TRADITION \N SOMALIA

OF ELDERS SHARING STORIES WITH THE “YOUNGSTERS

e e e e
Yo Rt

SHEEKOY, SHEEKQO, SHEEKO XARWRA.
B WAA BAAWAXAA NMRAY NMUN LAR

MAGOOL

& SACDIYA, MALMO




1 MET AMIIR (N \1088. WE MARRIED A YEAR LATER, HE WAS A KIND MAN, WE WERE BLESSED WITH A I LOST THEM BOTH 1N AN EXPLOSION. THE WAR...
—_ DAVGHTER, LEYLO, SHE WAS SO SWEET, \T WAS... TERR\BLE. TERRIBLE.
“—\_,_ . ..,_.. p. 7 .,

I RETURNED TO MY PARENTS. FOR A
FEW YEARS, WE STRUGGLED THROUGH-
MOT REALLY LIWING .. JUST SURVIVING

BUT... THEY DION'T MAKE \T EATHER I LEFT SOMALA. | FOUND MY waY To IMET INSHAAR IN THE CAMP, AT FIRST T

ANOTHER BOMB ... | COULDN'T SAVE THE CAMPS N KENYA, SOMEROW., DIDN'T WANT TO KNOW HIM. BUT HE

THEM - MY ARMS WERE BROKEN... TR N T A\ e S WAS CHARMING - SO RENIGN, LIKE A
LITTLE BOY SOMETIMES...

WOULD You LIKE WATER. MAGOOL?

1 TOLD You L cAM FeTcH
MY OWN, TNSHAAR...,

HE WAS ALWAYS AT MY SIDE, DEVOTED... AFTER WE MARRIED. AND A YEAR LATER, BY THE GRACE FOR TWO YEARS WE WERE HAPPY AS ONE CAN BE
SOME MOMTHS, THE 1CE AROLND MY HEART MELTED OF ALLAH, SACDIWA waAS BORMN. \N A REFUGEE CAMP. QUR LITTLE FAMILY WAS LIKE
— =\ / : - ' A BUBBLE THAT KEPT OUT THE SADNESS

.
o £

A
(SHE1S A BLESSING, BROTHER




ONE DAY THE OPPORTUNITY CAME FOR SACDIYA
AND T TO TRAVEL TO SWEDEN.,

BUT NOT ITNSHAAR.., HE WOULD HAVE TO
CTAY BEHIND

P

—~ p
YOUu MUST GO, MAGOOL. THIS 1S NO PLACE i
FOR SACDIYA. \T'S OK_ \T'S FOR THE BEST...
ﬁ-

WHEN T GO To THE DocToR, SACDIWA HAS TO
COME WITH ME TO INTERPRET

SHE SAYS SHE CAN'T
SLEEP AT NIGHT.,.

IF SHE 1$ EVER TROUBLED BY...

SRCOWYA, CAN YOU ASK YOUR MUM
BAD THOUGHWTS? OR MEMORIES ?

Qn@‘l,
)
3

TUAT WAS B YEARS AGO AND T BaVE NOT SEEN
INSHARAR SINCE THEM. SACDIYA 15 GROWING LP
FATHERLESS. SHE \S A QUIET GIRL. | WATCH HER
CAREFULLY, WONDERING \F SHE 1S HAPPY...

9!5 oL OK SWEETHEART 7 )

>

c -
= HMM-HMM

.1 DON'T RNow, ... T cAN'T TELL.

T RNOW 1T 1S A PRESSURE FOR SACDIYA | HAVING
To HELP ME WITH CHORES WHEN ALL HER YOUNG
CcHOOLFRIENDS ARE PLAYING...

~

- 0 -

1S THAT AN ELEPHANT 7

HOW OLD 1S YouR GIRL THEN 7
TCH- NQ, 3TURID, ' T 'S A
PakeMOM GOLD-EDITION,
You can WATCH BuT
You CARNMOT PLAY

LH.., SHE 1S SRCDYWA

ol

SACDWA SPEAKS SWEDISH WELL. T STRUGGLE WITH
THE SIMPLEST EXCHANGE. T TRY, T TRY,..

Soon AFTER T ARRWED HERE, THE HEADRACLHES BEGAN,
T FEEL LIE MY HERD IS SPLITTING,
1

WATER UM FLOOR HERE.. CAN YOU CLOST THE

. SHE ASKS, ARE THESE THE |

VERY STROMG, PILLS Foﬂ.?hm?)& z 7
| * - ]
@ {,k = —

o {)——

e

D

A DAUGHTER SHOULD NOT WAVE TO HERAR THESE
THINGS ABOUT HER MOTHER, IT'S UNFAIR..,

(SHE SAYS NES. MLM SAYS HER DREAMS ARE VERY BAD )

ey [mm\c You SACDWA, LEAVE 1T ON THE J

CURTAINS AND PUT THE LIGHT COFF,,,

N

=

=

I PUT ON A BRANE FACE FOR \NSHARR, WE SPEAK OW
THE COMPUTER EACH WEEK, BuT SACDI\WWA DOESN'T
REALLY REMEMBER HIM. SHE IS SHY OF HIM,

ChAW T GO
AND PLAY..T

DON'T YOoU WANT TO
SAY HELLO TO DADDN ?

W AT'S B BURDEN...

T cAN SEE HOW MUCH 1T HURTS INSHAMR .,



THE LANDLORD DOESN'T LIKE US. HE COMES To THE
HousE WITHOUT WARNING SOMETIMES.

THIS WASN'T BROKEN LAST TiMe!
TELL YOUR MUM SHE HAS TO PaY

(0] HE scares SACDWYA.
\'T TOOK ME A LITTLE TIME TO TRUST THE THERAPIST.

BuT sAYIRG Aloul ALL THE THOUGHTS THAT WEIGHED
ME DOwWN SEEMED SomMEHOW TO SOOTHE WE,,,

AT HIGHT,,. T SEC LeYLO'S GRAVE ... | THINK, .. \'M

I GET THIS RASH WHEN U'm UPSET. T DON'T kniow WHY

NOW 1T HAS SPREAD ALL
Down TO YOouR HAND, MUM

S\ T
WURTING?

LATER THAT DAY 1L collECTED SACDIYA FRoM SCHOOL.
AS WE WALKED, IT BEGAN TO SNow AND TiD NGT SToP.

CAREFUL. LT
15 SLIPPERY

SACDWA , COULD YOU ASK YOUR MUM IF SHE
HAS CVER SPOKEN TO A PSYCHINTRAST?

v

LOOK , MUM —
“omow -BALL"

WA HA pAl
VA YA WEE Heg




| LOVE MEETING PEOPLE! BEING A TICKET (MSPECTOR

Q_/! L\ e

THANK- g mapam Ut

MOTHER AND T WERE DEVASTATED. O\JER T\WME \T BECAME -roo :
DANGEROUS TO GO OUT. \T WAS SO LONELY,
TRAPPED lelDE LISTENING TO GUNFIRE...

e .
WHEN THE &\ c.HT\NG BEC&N\E m‘rENSE

MY MOTHER AND T FLED MOGADISHU ...

T/M SORRY SIR, THIS 15 NOT [ 1T SAYS MALMO R\GHT THERE)
A VALLD TIL¢cKET FOR TRAVEL LEARN TO REP«D SWED\SH-

)/ WHATL?
\i)

’fmrmm 1L

SURE, SOMETIMES YOU el e el e :
You THINK I'M BOTHERE
t,“EET ONES LIKE THIS 8Y AN \DIOT LIKE THIS?

JusT GWE
ME THE

TICKRET

./-’-_
(81R,TODAY 15 THE \Ca“"j

\S THE IDEAL )o@ FoR mr-. LWHEN T WAS A cHILD , MY PARENTS LOVED TO THROW PARTIES, WE WOULD SING..
| 1 WAS N.Nm S RIGHT \N THE MIDDLE, SHOWING OFF TO EVERYONE...

How (AN You NOT FEEL BLESSED,
ESCAPING THAT? T'M THE
LUCKIEST MAN 1N MALMO!

A
MUSTAFA




e Y

LATER, BACK AT
MUSTAFA'S APARTMENT

I1)- R HAT CANWE ) - .
~ ( HeY, NEIGHBOUR, H1! ) . UH, SURE WHAT CAR WE )
oH b\v/ ' —]. -
No/ e U RELP? T 7 AN <\
e LEFT MY KEYS ON N K o7 e
. Y THE KITCHEN 9 ] S /%
5 ve TABLE! ..
= Z_] CE ;

\F YOU.GWE ME A BOOST

THROUGH THIS WINDOW,

I gHouLD BE ABLE TO
REACH THE KEYS OW!

Q3

Yes, T SEE
THEM THERE..

AL M
WHEN | GOT ) \T MEANS 0 & ;‘?‘5 M
TO SWEDEN > A LOT TO =y
_ TWAS 50 ME,TO BE 5
o WAPPY JUST PART OF A 9 , WA :
T =, To BE ABLE CommuntTy! | WA HAT =
= = TO MEET o . >
PeoPLE AGRIN — You
3 000f5 ) oK?!
(s
%9 O\
! ;{81_ 3
M SO GRATEFUL, NEIGRBOURS! M MUSTAFA SHORTLY _|||
= 3 S AND THAT?S MY MUM, MRS OSMAN,., m
S v -

SAMI-1\T'S NICE
TO MEET You

——— 7 r SORRY - MY N
N SON-He..FoOL../

[ IT'S S0 NICE TO
|

R A e MEET NEw PEoPLE!

I -

¢ = A

- ((PLeASE) You MUST

- e X | CoME FOR TEA ON
£ .| SKTURDAY %0 T CAN

~ | TRANK You PROPELRLY |

THAT'S IT NEIGHBOLR!
HOLD My LEGS! ALMOST...

-
g T 3
o e &
= WELL ‘I’M iNS\DE -J_'__,V\_J\::__-_, e
. AND THAT'S THE i -
% f MAIN THING !
g *f_@ onl
2 \
’f A g MUSTAFA!

)

WHET DD You DO

THAT FOR MUSTAFA?
THEY OBvViOUsSLY

= DIDN'T WANT TO

COME OVER,.,

o] L‘ﬁ

WHAT ON EARTH
WILL\ FEED THEM?

THIS 1S 5O PWKRWARD,,,



WHEN T WAS A CHILD, MY MOTHER WAS SHE FOUND THE MOVE To SWEDEN UTTERLY IN SOMALL SHE'S SO ARTICULATE — BUT HERE, THE
ALWAYS FULL OF GOSS\P AND GOOD CHEER,,,, \SOLATING. EVERYTHING WAS DIFFERENT, SWMPLEST INTERACTIONS ARE COMFUSING...

; : LEARNING THE LANGUAGE WAS AN ORDEAL...
3 AR s e e mas R

)

L7 'I‘. -
Pt "]

AT SOME POINT SHE JUuST SEEMED TO
GWE UP ON JOINING SWEDISH SOCETY,..

. ".
z r " s
r T~
SN rg':!;
= {_/-—’* < Jj’ﬂ’ %

THE CONNECTION 3 : o s :
BAD OVER HERE ) = e L — 2 vt
- BUT \ SO WiSH SHE COULD CONMNECT WITH THE
WORLD AND PEOPLE DUTSIDE DLR OWN DOOR ...

1T WORRIES ME THAT SHE'S DOOMED 1O FEEL
HOoMESICK- LIKE A REFUGEE - UNTIL HER LAST DAY.., 18 AND | KNOW SHE MISSES FATHER TERRIBLY




THa-r Sl\TuRn F\Y.. .

R i 1S Siyfis

o et = AM T AULOWED TO . — \ ] , Hi SAMIL H N
: GM 5uR€ A TOT So?POSED S e tew RRRDT | — [ oH,no! THEY'RE C.QM'.NCA.”} AGNES! WELCOMEL il :,j.lt:HMLrig“\"f:l;A s
O KISS HER ON) THE CHEEK- | Yoo ao First..! [l on, MusTAFA.., ) I [T ' ! THAT BUMP?
) /IusT T E - WHY DID You INVITE THE.M? il gy i 5
WRTCH v - = s i pes 8] o | L N
i 1 Your : i vy | O G A | e W
\eAnGunce! o § R = oyl & R
7] | ad o4 m R = 7 )
i N | T 111y &
4«(!]' WHRT \F Py =, ) \
Al THEY DON'T i3 ¥ —
i B - EAT cpKE? 3 3 S A .
T Ji {3 3 4 0
. - | 7% 7
T / 7y, R, AR o
Wewo : ERM-WE BROUGHT DON'T WORRY ! HALAL! it e
\
MRS OSMAN- )] A CAKE FOR TEA, \T's C—OM"‘-E";EW oops) | MEARTHALRL
T A MRS OSMAN - HARAM o
‘ s S — . AN
= S ._\ 7 4 ! ! . { © ?— {
o PN ¥ M@ NG [Sga -\ Yo Y EH A3
e R _ YA AN 3 vy A P NEL =Y L
= = 40 o= T ¥ , “ »
Al [
o ( = i
== f A )
“h\‘ o "(\\ r'{l :
y 1/ T ./
Y = ¥ e v }
Yes, YES, S
HELLO, THANK You Il
I HELLD TEANIE R l“l ﬂ ! 11N * e orgrpDEN (T
1 it A IH hll “Jl | il 2 1 8 | |”'| i l
] i
HA HA HA WA HA HA HA HA HA -
-q: | CAKE!
~ U = ,_ olo
R ‘E ?‘\-_ - Q d/ If 1
o = NORST, i s ﬁ\ . /
, : > ®W A A @(‘,4 1% o
- £ -_ =
= e D™ = - ,)"5 0 > —
= Y é
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we MY FATHER AND TWO BROSTHERS REFUSED TO
JOIN THE MOV SHOT THEM DEAD,

N 2008 AL-SHABAAB CAME TO MY VILLAGE 1N SOMALA, T WAS LucY. T WAS RAWAY ViS\TING MY

FORCIBLY RECRUITING MEN AND BOYS TO FIGHT

GERMANY...
] ; v ,
< ANKUNFTE __ [——F7——=| S B s ter

R — 47
TARMVAS imnY . NoU MADE \'T. NoRwAY
WILL BE EASY FROM HERE

= il { A S, "-__ S i wy ] ] 4
& I R )
| £ i Y 7 | i, e

. A=l
(/ | : {
s s -muiimm'ﬂﬂlilfﬁ.
0 GO AND LWE WITH YOUR AUNT THEY SALD..

Zim: 1IN : G001
- LIMBO... ‘ ' ‘ 4 =~ \ _ ’
QUESTIONING... TESTING... WAITING... Z% = ZAT NAWZZN : | (£ mn
WAVTING AND WAITING... ONE YERR... % > E ‘ /¢ ‘ | =) |
TWO... THIS CENTRE... THEN THAT... 2 A _
OO,

TELL ME AGRWN HOW
WMANY AL-SHABARB
CAME TO YOUR

VILLAGE BECALSE ' :
THERE \S A ) N = 4 '
DISEREPANCY

X YEARS... SEVEN... JUST ROTTING.

g ||

B
UT ALL THE SAME... BLANK WALLS... <= | [ L
g eaces... 8 S ol 2 [ = I

BLANK FACES.. BLANK STARES...
SAME QUESTIONS OVER AND OVER...

I N i
el | FOR ASYLLUM




FAALIID! ARE YOU UP? T NEED YOu TO TAKE THE KIDS T SCHooL...

MY COLLERGLE 2 WEEKS-CAN You
ExPLAIN THAT DISCREPANCY ?

THEY'RE ALL JUST LOOKING For A
SLIP SO THEY CAN SEND ME BACK...

YouR APPOINTMENT IS DELAYED -
TAKE A SEAT OVER THERE.,.

10 DAYS, 2 WEEKS, WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE ?
T WAS RUNNIRG FOR MY LIFE! How CAN
1 REMEMBER DATES? IT WAS & YERRS

IF THEY'RE GOING, TO DO YT, CAN'T
THEY JUST DO VT? THIS \s HELL ...

| I

=

¥ou HAVE T\ME BEFORE.

No, YOU Look! T cAN'T DO ANNTHING
ELSE TO PROVE MY STORY. T JUST WANT
TO WoRK, To BE SECURE. 5O IF You'rRE

GOING “TO SEND ME HOME THEN JUsST Do

AT RECAULSE T AM
SWCK OF THAS!

[45 MinuTES LaTER |

WHEN WAS VT, EXACTLY,
You LEFT MOGADISHUY

IDWDN'T. 1T LEFT
FROM KISMAYO.

YES55... AND
Wow, PRECISELY,
D You TRARVEL.
OUT OF KISMAYO?

LOOK FARLD. T'M WORKING VERY

HARD TO ASSIST You AND AN

ATTITUDE LIKE THAT WILL NOT
HELP YouR CASE

AS T HAVE TOLD You SO MANY Ti\MES —
MY BROTHERS AND FRTHER \WERE SYOT.
MY MOTHER SoLD THE LAND AND PAID
FOR ME TO LEAVE., I TRAVELED FROM
KISMAYO TO APDIS ABARA OVERL AND.




ONE YEAR LATER

T FEEL SUCH A BURDEN. THE K\DS
ARE GETOING B\GGER... L CAN'T

SHARE THEIR ROOM MUCH LONGER.
i .I|- | (T[p L

SOMALL VILLAGE BOY LIKE ME?
(1 [ T _%w
==

FAALD! FAAID, ARE
Yau UP? You'RE
GOING TO BE LATE...

OH FAAID! Don'T
L OOK SO GLLUM ‘

1 NeeD MOMEY! T NEED WoRK!
BuT WHO WiLL HiRE A

50 THEY SEND ME ON CoURSES.

THIS COURSE.., THAT COURSE.,.,
COURSE AFTER COURSE,..

WHO HAS THE
ANSWER TO

OPTIMISTIC! NOT ANY MORE.
I wAS 50 HAPPY WHEN T GOT
ASYLOM Six MONTHS AGD, T
THOUGHT

DATA COURSE... HEALTH AND
NURSING COURSE ...
dog APPLICATION (oURSE\

REMEMBER TO EMFHASIZE ANY PRIOR
WoRK ExPERIEMCE N YoLR APPLIC ~

FAT CHAMCE, STILL NO YoR,
STILL NO MONEY, STILL STUCK
LIVING AT MY ALNT'S,

BuT FoR WHAT? NOBODY WANTS
TO HIRE ME... MOBODY WAMTS
To HURE A REFUGEE...

PRESENTATION NS
CRUCIAL \M THE

COMPETITIVE
JOB MARKET SO
Do DoLRBLE-CHECK
PLL SPELLANGS...

TR
T'vE BEEN LookKing For A CHEAP QORRY. THE RooM
RooM 1o RENT, BuT eVERY PLACE 3 HAS BEEM TAKEN.
1 TRY IT'S THE SAME STORY — . oA g &

FARID!
PRE You
LASTEMING?R

QUESTIONT ON
WORK SHEET 5-¢7

THeY DoN'T CARE. T SWEAR
LAST WEEK, THE TEACHER OF
THE NORWEG\AN LANGUAGE
COURSE FELL ASLEEP...

TS A WASTE OF TIME. BUT \F
You $TOP ATTENDING, THEY
CUT YouR RENT AND
SUSTENANCE PAYMENTS,

T THINK ABOUT MY FATHER
AND MY BROTHERS A LOT.

D

e &> g

R s

You OKAY?

EAAD, WiLL
You Ccomt DowN
FoR DINNER..Z




ARE You OK ?

(sure. dusT TRED.)

i

Ll

£ [—(HEY- DID You SEE THE NEWS2 COME QUICKLY - )

)

(MAKES YOU TRINK- How Loty WE ARE HERE 1N SAFETY

(HuoH. SOMETIMES T TAINK I'D TAKE THE somss...)}

You CAN'T MEAN \T FARID! YOU HAVE
FORGOTTEN WHAT |'T WAS L\KE THERE ...
I FORGOT NOTHING!)

\

How T wisH TRE VIOLENCE woulLD END. How T WISH
1 coulD GO BACK. THIS 1S NO LIFE HERE. NO M08,
NO WIFE, NO MONEY, NO HouSE, NORESPECT...\T
\S NO HOoME WHERE YOU ARE NOT WANTED, DIR\E

AW, FARID, YOU SHOULDR'T SPEAKTHAT WAY
~YOU'RE GWIN( WOURSELF GREYW HAIRS,..

"...THE HUGE BLAST IN MOGADISHU WAS FOLLOWED
WATH AM ATTACK BY AL-SHABRARAR GUNMEN WHO

UNLEASHED CARNAGE IN THE WEST OF THE C\TvW...”

POOR PEOPLE (we sHouLD cALL AUNT WuLo

sy
E TR A

( MEY,FARID! WHAT'S HAPPENING, BROTHER?

WEY, DIRIE. JUST TAKING A WALK, MAN. ) /

\ ((You SEE PBOLT THE BLAST W MOGGA?
—

OF CoursE ) ((TERRIBLE,NO? WHEN WIWLLIT ENDY)




. e I GRADUATED FROM MOGADISHU
e [l UNWERSITY WITH A DEGREE N
| O " 3% LITERATURE. FIRST IN MY FAMILY! — —
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| FOUND WORK (N A CAFE wricH
CATERED MOSTLY TO OTHER
SOMALIS LWING IN OSLO.

.- UNTIL THE WAR CAME IN 1991. WE WERE FORCED TO FLEE THE COUNTRY [ 7/

CAWO HAD TO SWAP
TEACHING FOR CLEANING

LIFE GOT BETTER AS TIME WENTON. WE HAD 3 MORE CHILDREN.
WE ALL LWE 1N THE SOMAL! NEIGHBOURMODD IN GRENLAND,
[
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. = BUT WE DIDN'T WANT DUR KiDS
WORK WAS OK. BuT \T : L— D
HARDLY STRETCHED MY MIND, R A
- |
X & CAWQ AND | WANTED THE KIDS TO HAVE ALLTHE OPPORTUNTIES ~n STILL, CAWO AND | MISSED SOMALIA WITH
n A THAT HAD BEEN SNATCHED FROM US. WE ENCOVRAGED THEM TO Y - ALLOUR HEARTS, \NE SPOKE TO DUR FAMILIES OFTENM.
- PARTICIPATE, TO EMBRALE NORWECGIAN COLTURE ...
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AND 50 MUCH FoR QUR DEGREES.
HERE, WE COULDN'T EVEN
SPEAK TO OUR NE\GHBOURS...

%

...TO | DENTIFY AS NORWEGIAN AS MucH AS SoMALL

AND OUR DREAM HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO ONE DAY RETIRE HOME... |




1 WANTED MY CHILDREN TO
SHARE MY SOMAL\ CULTURE...
LAST YEAR, WiTH SECURITY
WMPROVING, THE TIME SEEMED
RAGHT TO SHOW THEM THEIR
MOTHER COUNTRY...

BuT WERE THE KIPS TREPARED
FOR SOMALIA?

YEAH MAN, WE GO
TOMORROW...OF
COuRSE1T'S
PANGEROUS!

1'LL WAVE TO

CARRY AN A-K 47,

WHEN WE
ARRIVED 1N
SOMALIA, MY
BROTHER WAS
THERE TO
COLLECT US.

1 ToOK MY YOUNGER BoY
SHOPPING FoR SHOES...

TRUST ME SON. THOSE
TRAINERS ARE NO
GOOD FORTHE VILLRGE,,

GWE ME THAT

ProNE, YOu
CLOWN!

2/ THE ONLY THING YoU'LL
BE CARRY ING 15 YouR
LATTLE S\STER- [

GoT ENOUGH
BMLS THERE,
BROTHER?

WHAT YOU NEED (S A
NICE, STURDY SANDAL.

BuT DOR'T CRY TO ME WHEN

(L YoUR FEET ARE T6O HOT! |

HELLOT WHO1S THIS? HEINRIK ? |GNORE
LVERNTHING MY \DIOT SON SAYS!
WE'LL BE BACK \N THREE WEEKS...

MY DAVGHTER RUGIYO WANTED To PACK A FANCY

DRESS SHE USUALLY WEARS SUT ONTHE TOWN,., As FoR MY

OLDER BoOY

"SWEETHEART, YouR GRANDMOTHER MAHAD...

WOULD HRAVE HERART- FAILLURE-]

WELL, HE
SEEMED TO
HAVE SEEM
ToO MANY BAD
HolLywooD
MOVIES ..,

CAWO HAD TO EXPLAIN THAT \K THE NILLAGE, WOMEN
ARE EXPECTED TO DRESS A LITTLE MORE MODESTLY!

MY YOUNGEST WAS JUST WORRIED ABOUT WHAT SHE WAS Go\NG TO AT,

GWE MY REGARDS TOYOUR PRRENTS.
AND TELWL YOUR FATHER | SAMD THANK
-You FOR THE PICKLED HERRWMNGS...

You wWoN'T STARVE,
ALMAL GRANDMA
WILL COOK US
SAMOSP, AND
BAMWYE WITH
BSRBAAS AND

| DON'T WANT
7O STRRVE-!

You CAN'T TAKE DAIM
BARS! THEY'LL MELT!

OF ALL OF THEM, ONLY MY ELDEST, CADEY, SEEMED READY FoR
‘WRAT LAY AHEAD. BUT EVEN SHE WAS |N) FOR A TRoFoUND SHOCK ..,

WE HAVE TO
REACH HOME

|\ FEEL SICK-
CAN You SLow

DOWN), UNCLE?

THERE'S NOTHING

TO SEE-VT'S
ALL JUST SAND!

DoN'T WANT TO BE

IT WAS S0 GoOD To
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DRWING ON THESE
ROADS AT NIGWT,,,

WE HAD A JoYous REUNTON
DINMER AND AT LAST \ FELT
LIKE EVERYTHING MIGHT
B¢ 0.X.
BEFORE IT WAS TIME TO
SLEEP, T CAUED ALL THE
CHILDPREN OUTSIDE TO
SEE THE STARS,,,

WE ARRWED AT THE VILLAGE JUST BEFORE DARK.THE KPS SPALLED
OUT, STRETCHING THEIR LEGS. THEN SUDDENLY, MAHAD SPOTTED, .,

£ ~(GRANDMAL
e You'RE SO MUCH

SMALLER THAN You
€ 3) k=g LoOK ON SKYPE |

No! POTHOLE S! You \DIOT! How
MANY TIMES? AL-SHABAABR ARE
HUNDREDS OF MILES FROM HERE!

BECAULSE OF
BL- SHABAAB 2!




T ALWAYS SA\D IT- THE

STARS IN SOMALIA ARE LIKE NOWHERE ELSE ON EARTH,.,

_ N BUT THEY WEREN'T. THE DAY BEGAN WITH A |5 -MILE DETOUR SO THEY
RIGHT KIDS! WE'RE — ¥ T ; CouLD USE THE FACILATIES AT A CAFE 1N THE NEAREST TowN,.,
DAD, '™ SORRY L B IT'S ... Ju 2 2
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M ™4 MOTHER WAS PERPLEXED BY MY CRAZY SEEMING CHILDREN

You SHOULD ALL BE ASHAMED OF
YouRSELVES! T HAVE NEVER SEEN
CHILDREN SO $POILTLWHAT Do
THEY TEACH DU \N NORWAY ?

1 supPposE YoU ALLLWE IN GREAT
PALACE S 1N NORWAY ! WITH AR~
CONDIT|ONING AND SERVANTS!
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3 T Mum, BE FAIRL THEY HAVE
L ’ NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE THIS!
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AMIIR, WE HAVE TO ACCEPT THAT CAWO OFFERED TO q BUT THEN AT
THE CHILDREN ARE MISERABLE .. [IGEIECER Lt e AIRGORT oL WANST,
DAY, CAWO [ISTTIS R I UIE L RVNIUAI  NORWAY WHILE T SODDENLY ' VLL STAY
TOOK ME STAYED ONTO FINISH piaassvel

(o THE VIS\T WATH Y
AS\DE e d L b EAMILY. J ~ To Me —

LATER THAT

T WAS THRILLED.

TA O r= ) \[ “ T MEANT SO MUK TO
BAcK TO THE -

e e oo MRPORT, THERE WAS . v : BRAVE ALLHER FEARS
OR TOO OLD. MAYBE WE LEFT IT T0o IR L G / o 14 1O RE-CONNECT WITH
LATE TO BRING THEM HERE... e - — e —— - —

OUR CULTURE
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FURERHAS WEAREHL T Lo g e AFTER THAT TRIP, WHEN T LOOKED AT MY CHILDREN, t SAW BUT THREE WEEKS LATER, CADEY
FOR HER. LIKE THE INCIDENT =5 FOR THE FIRST TIME THAT SOMALL OR NOT - THEIR TRLE GQRADUATED FROM OSLO
WITH THE GEETLE W HER HAIR ... z = - HOME 1S HERE 1N NORWAY URNWERSITY..,
(STOP JUMPING ROUNDI] . d
il You'RE MARING AT /- . 1
A GO FURTHER INlL A0
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=2 = FELT PRETTY LAST AROUND HER _ - y ]
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= NORWEGIAN OR SOMALL... "I .. THEY'LL AUWAYS BE MY CHILDREN.
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