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This map shows the geographic 
distribution of the scores from the 
bar chart below. This map also shows 
the closest distance between a major 
city in a higher ranking state and a 
neighboring low ranking state. 
Close proximity to low ranking states 
undermines stricter laws.
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This project brings clarity to a 
controversial topic by comparing 
the gun laws systematically, 
scoring them on 30 criteria. 
(See side 2.) 

If a state received full points on all 
criteria, it would score a total of 
100 points. In fact, the states’ total 
scores ranged from 76 to –10. 

A negative score indicates a state 
that has very limited gun control 
laws of its own, and in fact under-
mines the minimum standards in 
federal law.

Gun Control in the United States
A Comparative Survey of State Firearm Laws

SIDE 1

DESIGN: SPIRE INTEGRATED DESIGN, INC. WWW.SPIRE-ID.COM© 2000 OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE     FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT guncontrol@sorosny.org 



M
ASSACHUSET

TS
HAW

AII
CALI

FO
RNIA

CO
NNEC

TI
CUT

M
ARYLA

ND IL
LI

NO
IS

NEW
 J

ER
SEY NEW

 Y
O

RK
IO

W
A

NO
RTH

 C
ARO

LI
NA

RHO
DE 

IS
LA

ND

SO
UTH

 C
ARO

LI
NA

M
IN

NES
O

TA M
IC

HIG
AN M

IS
SO

URI

W
ASHIN

GTO
N FL

O
RID

A NEB
RASKA VIR

GIN
IA CO

LO
RADO

O
HIO

W
IS

CO
NSIN

PEN
NSYLV

ANIA

DEL
AW

ARE

NEW
 M

EX
IC

O
O
REG

O
NTE

NNES
SEENEV

ADANEW
 H

AM
PSHIR

E

UTA
H

ARIZ
O
NAIN

DIA
NAKANSASM

IS
SIS

SIP
PI

ALA
BAM

AID
AHO

SO
UTH

 D
AKO

TA

W
ES

T 
VIR

GIN
IA

O
KLA

HO
M

A
W

YO
M

IN
GARKANSAS

GEO
RGIANO

RTH
 D

AKO
TA

VER
M

O
NTKEN

TU
CKY

M
O
NTA

NATE
XAS

ALA
SKALO

UIS
IA

NA
M

AIN
E

1
2

3
4

5
6

6
8

9
9

9
1

2
1

3
1

4
1

4
1

6
1

7
1

7
1

7
2

0
2

0
2

2
2

3
2

3
2

5
2

5
2

5
2

8
2

8
2

8
3

1
3

1
3

3
3

3
3

5
3

5
3

5
3

5
3

9
3

9
4

1
4

1
4

1
4

1
4

5
4

5
4

5
4

8
4

8
5

0
H

IG
H

E
S
T
 T

O
L
O

W
E
S
T
 R

A
N

K

H
I

C
A

C
T

M
D

IL
N

J
N

Y
IA

N
C

R
I

S
C

M
N

M
I

M
O

W
A

F
L

N
E

V
A

C
O

O
H

W
I

D
E

P
A

N
M

O
R

T
N

N
V

N
H

U
T

A
Z

IN
K

S
M

S
A

L
ID

S
D

W
V

W
Y

A
R

G
A

N
D

V
T

T
X

A
K

L
A

M
E

M
T

K
Y

O
K

M
A

S
TA

T
E

7
6

7
1

5
3

5
0

4
3

3
5

3
5

2
7

1
8

1
8

1
8

1
7

1
6

1
5

1
5

8

6
6

6

4
4

3
2

2
1

1
1

0
0

-
1

-
1

-
2

-
2

-
3

-
3

-
3

-
3

-
4

-
4

-
5

-
5

-
5

-
5

-
6

-
6

-
6

-
8

-
8

-1
0

0

H
IG

H
E
S
T 

R
A
N

K
IN

G
 S

TA
TE

S
(S

C
O
R
E
 O

F
 6

0
 O

R
 A

B
O
V
E
)

H
IG

H
 R

A
N

K
IN

G
 S

TA
TE

S
(S

C
O
R
E
 O

F
 4

0
 T

O
 5

9
)

M
ID

D
LE

 R
A
N

K
IN

G
 S

TA
TE

S
(S

C
O
R
E
 O

F
 2

0
 T

O
 3

9
)

LO
W

 R
A
N

K
IN

G
 S

TA
TE

S
(S

C
O
R
E
 O

F
 1

 T
O
 1

9
)

LO
W

E
S
T 

R
A
N

K
IN

G
 S

TA
TE

S
(S

C
O
R
E
 O

F
 0

 O
R
 B

E
LO

W
)

8
0

6
0

4
0

2
0 0

T
hi

s 
pr

oj
ec

t b
ri

ng
s 

cl
ar

ity
 to

 a
 

co
nt

ro
ve

rs
ia

l t
op

ic
 b

y 
co

m
pa

ri
ng

 
th

e 
gu

n 
la

w
s 

sy
st

em
at

ic
al

ly
, 

sc
or

in
g 

th
em

 o
n 

30
 c

ri
te

ri
a.

 
(S

ee
 s

id
e 

2.
) 

If
 a

 s
ta

te
 r

ec
ei

ve
d 

fu
ll 

po
in

ts
 o

n 
al

l 
cr

ite
ri

a,
 it

 w
ou

ld
 s

co
re

 a
 to

ta
l o

f 
10

0 
po

in
ts

. I
n 

fa
ct

, t
he

 s
ta

te
s’

 to
ta

l 
sc

or
es

 r
an

ge
d 

fr
om

 7
6 

to
 – 1

0.
 

A
 n

eg
at

iv
e 

sc
or

e 
in

di
ca

te
s 

a 
st

at
e 

th
at

 h
as

 v
er

y 
lim

ite
d 

gu
n 

co
nt

ro
l 

la
w

s 
of

 it
s 

ow
n,

 a
nd

 in
 fa

ct
 u

nd
er

-
m

in
es

 th
e 

m
in

im
um

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 in

 
fe

de
ra

l l
aw

.

G
u
n
 C

o
n
tr

o
l 
in

 t
h
e
 U

n
it

e
d
 S

ta
te

s
A
 C

o
m

p
a
ra

ti
v
e
 S

u
rv

e
y
 o

f 
S
ta

te
 F

ir
e
a
rm

 L
a
w

s
S
ID

E
 1

©
 2

00
0 

O
P

E
N

 S
O

C
IE

T
Y

 IN
S

T
IT

U
T

E
   

  F
O

R
 F

U
R

T
H

E
R

 IN
F

O
R

M
A

T
IO

N
, C

O
N

T
A

C
T

 g
un

co
nt

ro
l@

so
ro

sn
y.

or
g 

D
E

S
IG

N
:  S

P
IR

E
 IN

T
E

G
R

A
T

E
D

 D
E

S
IG

N
, I

N
C

. W
W

W
.S

P
IR

E
-I

D
.C

O
M


