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The Open Society Institute (OSI) is a private operating and grantmaking foundation that develops and implements a
range of programs in civil society, education, media, public health and human and women’s rights, as well as social, legal,
and economic reform. OSI is at the center of an informal network of foundations and organizations active in more than
50 countries worldwide that supports a range of programs. Established in 1993 by investor and philanthropist George
Soros, OSI is based in New York City and operates network-wide programs, grantmaking activities in the United States,
and other international initiatives. OSI provides support and assistance to Soros foundations in Central and Eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union, Guatemala, Haiti, Mongolia, South, Southern and West Africa.

OSI network programs address specific issue areas on a regional or network-wide basis. Current network programs
deal with a range of subjects, including public health, arts and culture, civil society, economic reform, education, infor-
mation, legal reform, women’s rights, and minority issues. Network program activities are implemented in coopera-
tion with the national foundations. Participation in a given program is at the discretion of the national foundations,
which establish expert boards to create country-specific implementation strategies and to comment on the effective-
ness of the overall program. Network programs are intended to promote cooperation and information sharing among
the organizations in the Soros Foundation network.

OSI International Harm Reduction Development (IHRD) – New York

400 West 59th Street, New York, NY 10019   USA
Telephone Number 212-548-0600, Fax Number 212-548-4617   

Name Title Email Address  

Ms. Kasia Malinowska-Sempruch Director kmalinowska@sorosny.org 

Ms. Sue Simon Associate Director ssimon@sorosny.org

Ms. Anna Moshkova Program Officer amoshkova@sorosny.org 

Mr. Matthew Curtis Program Coordinator/Policy mcurtis@sorosny.org

Ms. Jennifer Traska Gibson Program Coordinator jtraska@sorosny.org 

Ms. Magdalena Sklarski Training Coordinator msklarski@sorosny.org

OSI Network Public Health Program – New York

400 West 59th Street, New York, NY 10019   USA
Telephone Number 212-547-6919, Fax Number 212-548-4610  

Name Title Email Address 

Ms. Nina Schwalbe Program Director  nschwalbe@sorosny.org 

Ms. Roxana Bonnell Program Officer  rbonnell@sorosny.org 

Ms. Karen Plafker Program Officer  kplafker@sorosny.org 

Ms. Persephone Harrington Program Assistant  pharrington@sorosny.org

Ms. Kathryn Vandever Program Assistant  kvandever@sorosny.org 

About the Open Society Institute 
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About the OSI/
IHRD Commercial

Sex Worker
Initiative

Economic and political changes over the past decade have created extreme
financial hardship in Eastern Europe and former Soviet Union, particularly
for women. These difficulties have resulted in a dramatic increase in the

number of women and girls in the sex work industry, either voluntarily or against
their will. Some are illegal foreign immigrants fleeing hardship and poverty in search
of a better life; others are the victims of trafficking and sexual exploitation.
One thing they all share is an expanded risk of HIV infection.

According to researchers, those with the least amount of control over their working environment are the most 
vulnerable to HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. This tends to be younger sex workers, women who are
linked to pimps and those selling sex on the street. Data also indicate a strong correlation between commercial sex
work and drug use. Some drug users turn to sex work out of financial necessity to support their addiction, while
sex workers often seek an escape from their harsh lives through drug use. The desperate exchange of sex for 
drugs or drug money is a high-risk encounter that reduces appropriate judgment around safer sexual behaviors.
And clearly, the sharing of needles and syringes is a well-documented mode of HIV transmission.

In recognition of the need to provide targeted HIV prevention services to commercial sex workers (CSWs), the
International Harm Reduction Development program (IHRD) announced the first of two related calls for funding
proposals in May of 2000. The first grant competition (known as “Part A”) sought to enable organizations that 
provide social care and/or medical services to sex workers to add-on or enhance drug-related harm reduction
efforts. These activities would aim to reduce the harms associated with illegal drug use that are based on a respect-
ful and non-judgmental approach to drug users and could include: staff training on drug-related issues; needle
exchange and other HIV-prevention efforts; development of health education materials for drug users; provision 
of condoms, bleach kits and other necessary items; targeted outreach and support services for drug users; legal 
services; and treatment referrals for women and men selling sexual services.

A second call for proposals was issued to all IHRD/Soros-funded harm reduction projects in June of 2000.
This initiative (known as “Part B”) offered funding to create new or enhanced activities targeting the needs of sex
workers. These activities could include: staff training on sex worker issues; development of health education mate-
rials for sex workers; targeted outreach and support services for sex workers; legal and medical treatment referral
services for women and men engaged in sex work; and expanded needle exchange and replacement therapy 
services targeting sex workers.

With the help of an expert review committee and critical input from the Public Health Coordinators at the 
national Soros Foundations and UNDP partner offices, IHRD screened more than 60 applications from 18 different 
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OSI/IHRD Commercial Sex Worker

Project Sites in Central and Eastern

Europe and the Former Soviet Union

countries. For Part A, 10 organizations were selected in: Belarus, Bulgaria, Estonia, Poland (2), Romania, Russia,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. For Part B, 23 organizations were selected in: Belarus (1), Bulgaria (3), Latvia
(1), Lithuania (1), Poland (1), Russia (8), Ukraine (7), and Slovakia (1). Direct service funding for the entire 
initiative totals more than $335,000, and activities were launched at the end of 2000.There is no guarantee of multi-
year funding.

Because this is a pilot effort, IHRD developed a comprehensive evaluation component.All 33 CSW projects were
asked to submit quantifiable objectives that describe the number of staff and volunteers to be funded by the grant;
the number of clients to be reached; the services to be delivered; and the organizational capacity to be developed.

To assist the CSW projects in meeting their goals, IHRD has created a technical assistance package that includes the
following:

� IHRD works with a team of Technical Advisors (TAs). Most of the TAs live and work in CEE/FSU, and have
exceptional experience in the design and delivery of harm reduction services.The TAs will visit the projects
and offer needed assistance. They will especially focus on linking Part A projects with the broader harm
reduction network in their respective countries and regions.

� All projects will be invited to participate in IHRD’s training program. Over the next 18 months, a total of
7 different trainings are being offered to the 150+ harm reduction projects that IHRD helps to support. Each
of the 33 CSW projects can send 2 people to a choice of 3 different trainings. The training topics are:
organizational development; evaluation, research and technology; HIV issues; women and drug use; overdose
prevention and safer injection; outreach, secondary exchange and drug education; and serving minorities and
community outreach.

� The 10 Part A organizations will be invited to participate in a special workshop on harm reduction and sex
worker issues. IHRD has identified a training team to facilitate this effort and arrange appropriate site visits.

� IHRD wants to support linkages among the 33 CSW projects and between the CSW projects and existing
networks that address sex work issues in both the East and West.All grantees will receive ongoing updates
about sex worker-related issues, including access to educational materials, research reports and conferences.
Additionally, IHRD will support project staff to participate in skills building seminars and meetings, as much
as possible. Beyond direct service funding, IHRD has made grants to several organizations addressing CSW
issues, such as supporting the European Project AIDS and Mobility for their upcoming conference entitled,
“East-West mobility in Europe: Overcoming barriers to HIV prevention for migrant sex workers.”

The Commercial Sex Worker initiative at IHRD is overseen by Sue Simon, Associate Director, and Jennifer Traska,
Program Coordinator. They are supported in these efforts by consultant Sam Avrett. Please direct all inquiries 
to ihrd@sorosny.org
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The OSI / IHRD Commercial Sex Worker Initiative — Project Contacts

Country Organization Contact Telephone Number Email Address  

Belarus Vitebsk Women’s Club  (B) Svetlana Dubrovskaya 375021-296-1419 vwc@vwc.belpak.vitebsk.by  

Belarus Vstrecha  (A) Tatiana Zueva 375017-228-3608 msm@user.unibel.by  

Bulgaria Dose of Love  (B) Diane Bogoslovova 359-56-681-243 dibo_ilieva@yahoo.com  

Bulgaria HSEF  (A) Elena Kabakchieva 359-29-518-108 hpaids@bgnet.bg  

Bulgaria Initiative for Health  (B) Zahari Nikolov 359-29-515-963 znikolov@online.bg  

Bulgaria Pleven 21st Century  (B) Nedju Nikolov Georgiev 359-64-800-271 cnso@el-soft.com   

Estonia AIDS Info & Support Ctr  (A) Irina Mironova 372-641-3165 tugikeskus@hotmail.com  

Latvia  AIDS Prevention Center  (B) Inga Upmace 371-733-8278 nac_aids@latnet.lv  

Lithuania Vilnius Substance Abuse Treatment Ctr  (B) Emilis Subata 370-223-7274 emilissubata@takas.lt  

Poland Krakow Assoc. of Help to Drug-Dependent People (B) Beata Sierocka 48-12-430-5964 beatas@monar.krakow.pl  

Poland TADA  (A) Balzej Karwat 48-91-433-4458 wojciof@box43.gnet.pl  

Poland Youth Counseling Sex Ed (A) Zbigniew Izdebski 48-68-323-7943 zizde@wsp.zgora.pl  

Romania ARAS  (A) Alina Bocai 401-252-4141 aras@home.ro  

Russia Against AIDS Fund  (B) Sergei Oleynik 7841-244-6334 faids@penza.com.ru  

Russia AIDS Infoshare  (A) Alena Peroshkina 7095-119-3233 infoshare@glasnost.ru  

Russia AIDS Stop Foundation  (B) Yevgeniy Petounine 7861-723-4006 aids@nross.kuban.ru  

Russia Krasnoyarsk Regional Youth Community Org  (B) Youlia Krikoun 7391-223-3517 krikun@ktk.ru  

Russia Maria  (B) Olga Shelkovnikova 7844-244-1153 maria_volg@interdacom.ru  

Russia NADA – Saratov Branch  (B) Ludmila Markaryan 7845-703-3279 harmony@asd.ru  

Russia Pervouralsk Without Drugs  (B) Irina Victorovna Galyamova 7343-922-2530 no-drug@prvtel.uralnet.ru  

Russia Return Foundation  (B) Alexandre Gordeev 7812-321-8354 ostrov@mail.wplus.net  

Russia Tartarstan Republic Ctr on AIDS Prevention  (B) Larissa Badrieva 7843-238-0165 obnovl@online.kzn.ru  

Slovak Republic Odyseus  (B) Katarina Jiresova 421-903-786-706 katjir@yahoo.com  

Turkmenistan Annageldy  (A) Maria Volchenko 99312-345-637 volchenko@online.tm  

Ukraine All Together  (B) Galina Kaminskaya 380-322-333-020 together@mail.lviv.ua  

Ukraine Anti-AIDS Charitable Fund  (B) Svetlana Volodskaya 380-532-560-152 antiaids@pi.net.ua  

Ukraine Donetsk Society of Assistance for the AIDS-Infected  (B) Ludmila Shurpach 380-532-667-147 info@aids.donetsk.ua  

Ukraine Nikolaev Charity Fund  (B) Tatyana Vanenkova 380-512-568-985 fb@aip.mk.ua  

Ukraine Poryatunok  (B) Denys Tereshchenko 380-536-772-950 dolya@cruizer.poltava.ua  

Ukraine Odessa Charity Fund  (B) Oksana Ilchenko 380-482-429-326 wayhome@farlep.net  

Ukraine Regional SALUS Fdn  (A) Oleksandra Sluzhynska 380-322-725-738 salus@icmp.lviv.ua  

Ukraine Vinnitsa Public Congress  (B)  Vitaliy Polonets 380-432-465-083 stalist@mail.vinnica.ua  

Uzbekistan SABO  (A) Oksana Georgievna  998-712-67-21-87 sabo@silk.org 
Abdullaeva
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BELARUS

Vitebsk Women’s Club

Svetlana Dubrovskaya
Box 112
Vitebsk, Belarus 210038
Telephone: 375-021-296-1419
Fax: 375-021-296-1419
E-mail: vwc@vwc.belpak.vitebsk.by

The Vitebsk Women’s Club was established in 1995 to reach
women IDU with information, education, condoms, clean
syringes and harm reduction supplies, and basic medical 
and psychosocial services.The Vitebsk Women’s Club also
supports AIDS awareness media campaigns and HIV educa-
tion in schools and prisons.The CSW initiative will support
nine staff and ten volunteers to reach 120 commercial sex
workers with harm reduction efforts.

Vstrecha

Tatiana Zueva
P.O. Box 52
Minsk 220012
Telephone: 375-017-228-3608
Fax: 375-017-228-3608
E-mail: msm@user.unibel.by

Vstrecha has worked since 1995 to initiate HIV awareness
and prevention services for a population of about 3,000
men who have sex with men in Minsk.This new CSW 
initiative will support a new population needs assessment
and new outreach and harm reduction services targeted 
to male sex workers in Minsk.

BULGARIA

Dose of Love

Diane Bogoslovova
k/s Slavejkov, bl 11, entr.W, p.b. 14
Burgas 8005
Telephone: 359-56-681-243
Fax: 359-56-681-243
E-mail: dibo_ilieva@yahoo.com

Dose of Love is a small and relatively new organization 
providing legal, medical and social services to injection 
drug users in the Black Sea port of Burgas. Dose of Love
provides needle exchange, condom distribution, and free
HIV and hepatitis B and C testing, counseling and referrals.
The new CSW initiative will support new peer outreach
staff to engage sex workers in drug-related harm reduction
counseling and services.

Health and Social Environment 
Foundation (HSEF)

Elena Kabakchieva
17, Macedonia blvd. 4th floor,A-21
Sofia 1606
Telephone: 359-29-518-108
Fax: 359-29-533-455
E-mail: hpaids@bgnet.bg

HSEF, and its predecessor agency “AIDS Campaign” have
operated a sex worker outreach project for four years 
in Sofia, at the Greek border, at the Macedonian border 
at Kjustendil, and at the two major towns Vidin and Russe
on the Romanian border. HSEF also conducts a health 
promotion project among Roma women in Sofia and
Kjustendil.The new CSW funding will support six new 
outreach staff and four volunteers to reach an additional
300 women with education, harm reduction, skills building
and support.

Initiative for Health Foundation

Zahari Nikolov
126 Tzar Simeon St., B-7-45
Sofia 1309
Telephone: 359-29-515-963
Fax: 359-29-515-963
E-mail: sofianep@online.bg / znikolov@online.bg

The Initiative for Health Foundation is a drug harm 
reduction program that has provided health education 
and mobile syringe exchange in Sofia since 1997.The new
CSW project will support two outreach workers and a
driver to reach sex workers and engage those who are
using drugs into drug-related harm reduction.

Pleven 21st Century

Nedju Nikolov Georgiev
Dimitar Konstntinov Str. 23, Floor.4 office. 440
Pleven 347
Telephone: 359-64-800-271
Fax: 359-64-800-271
E-mail: cnso@el-soft.com

Pleven 21st Century is an agency established in 1999 
to improve health in the Pleven region through health
awareness, peer education and prevention efforts. Pleven
21st Century has operated a harm reduction program for
injection drug users for the past year, and will expand street
outreach and harm reduction to reach approximately fifty
commercial sex workers under this initiative.

The OSI / IHRD Commercial Sex Worker Initiative
Project Contacts and Descriptions
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ESTONIA

AIDS Information & Support Center

Irina Mironova Kopli 
32 Tallinn 10412
Telephone: 372-641-3165
Fax: 372-641-3165
E-mail: tugikeskus@hotmail.com

The Estonian AIDS Information and Support Center has 
had programs specifically for commercial sex workers 
since 1994 and for injection drug users since 1997, seeking
to provide non-judgmental and appropriate services to 
vulnerable populations and to reduce official and societal
stigma of HIV, drug use and sex work.The organization has
worked to address cross-border travel and transportation
of Russian and Estonian women to Finland, Sweden and
other countries.This new CSW initiative will support four
staff and eight volunteers to work with sex workers in
Tallinn, Parnu and Narva.

LATVIA

AIDS Prevention Center

Inga Upmace
7 L. Klijanu Street
Riga LV-1012
Telephone: 371-733-8278
Fax: 317-733-9954
E-mail: nac_aids@latnet.lv

The AIDS Prevention Center is the leading agency for 
epidemiology and HIV surveillance in Latvia, and conducts
AIDS awareness campaigns, professional trainings about 
HIV and AIDS, and has recently established a pilot syringe
exchange program. Under this new CSW initiative, the 
AIDS Prevention Center will support five staff and three
volunteers to build trust with sex worker populations and
link sex workers with the services offered by the center.

LITHUANIA

Vilnius Substance Abuse Treatment Center

Emilis Subata
Gerosios Vilties 3
Vilnius LT-2009
Telephone: 370-223-7274
Fax: 370-226-0016
E-mail: EmilisSubata@takas.lt

The Vilnius Substance Abuse Treatment Center is a large,
well-established organization with many years of experience
in providing syringe exchange, substance use treatment 
and detox services, methadone maintenance, in-person 
and hotline counseling, comprehensive medical services,
and professional training and advocacy on issues related 
to substance use and harm reduction. New CSW initiative
funding will support three outreach staff to engage at least
forty commercial sex workers in harm reduction services.

POLAND

Krakow Association of Help to Drug
Dependent People

Beata Sierocka
Ul. Sw. Katarzyny 3
Krakow 31-063
Telephone: 48-12-430-5964
Fax: 48-12-430-5964
E-mail: beatas@monar.krakow.pl

The Cracow Association of Help to Drug Dependent
People has nine years of experience in providing on-site
drug treatment and harm reduction, on-site support groups
for people with HIV, education and drug-related harm
reduction for women in prison, syringe exchange, and 
shelter for the homeless.The organization currently 
provides services to approximately 50 female street sex
workers and 40 men who have sex with men.The new
CSW funding will support six outreach workers to contact
sex workers on the streets and in the gay clubs of Cracow
to engage these populations in drug-related and HIV-related
harm reduction services.

TADA Harm Reduction Program

Balzej Karwat
Malkowskiego St. No. 9/2,
Szczecin 70-305
Telephone: 48-91-433-4458
Fax: 48-91-433-4458
E-mail: wojciof@box43.gnet.pl

The TADA Harm Reduction Program has worked for five
years to reduce the spread of HIV and STDs in Poland and
to provide associated psychosocial , legal and basic medical
assistance to vulnerable populations.With new CSW 
initiative funding,TADA will support teams of outreach
workers in Warsaw, Szczecin, Poznan, Bialystok and Gdansk
to provide information and referrals, psychosocial and legal
counseling, syringe exchange and harm reduction services.

Youth Counseling and Sex Education Unit

Zbigniew Izdebski
Energetykow 2
Zielona Gora 65-001
Telephone: 48-68-323-7943
Fax: 48-68-323-7947
E-mail: zizde@wsp.zgora.pl

The Youth Counseling and Sex Education Unit has provided
youth counseling related to sexual health and drug use since
1984, and has worked with TADA and other organizations
to conduct street outreach to sex workers for several
years.The new CSW initiative will partially support three
street workers and additional staff to conduct sustained
outreach at the German border and to work with officials
to improve harm reduction services for sex workers in the
region.
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ROMANIA

ARAS – The Romanian Association
Against AIDS

Alina Bocai
23 Bdul Garii Obor Nr. 23,Ap. 8, sect. 2
Bucharest 72314
Telephone: 401 252 4141
Fax: 401 252 4142
E-mail: aras@home.ro

Founded in 1992,ARAS is an established agency dedicated
to providing AIDS information and education, offering 
a range of social services, and promoting the health and
rights of people living with HIV and AIDS. For the past year,
ARAS has operated an HIV prevention program targeted 
to sex workers and their clients in three sex trade areas of
Bucharest, and has worked with public health authorities to
expand services to this population.This new CSW initiative
will support one staff person and ten volunteers to allow
ARAS to expand its drug-related harm reduction efforts
with sex workers who are using drugs.

RUSSIA

Against AIDS Fund

Sergei Oleynik
18-70 Voroshilova St.
Penza 440044
Telephone: 7-841-244-6334
Fax: 7-841-244-6334
E-mail: faids@penza.com.ru

The Against AIDS Fund in Penza was founded as an HIV
prevention organization in 1995.The new CSW initiative
will allow the Against AIDS Fund to support seven outreach
and direct service staff to extend its syringe exchange, peer
education, STD counseling and screening, legal counseling,
and other services to commercial sex workers in the Penza
oblast.

AIDS Infoshare

Alena Peroshkina
Bolotnikovskaa Ul. 1/2/84
Moscow 113556
Telephone: 7-095-119-3233
Fax: 7-095-119-3316
E-mail: infoshare@glasnet.ru

AIDS Infoshare is one of Russia’s largest AIDS resource 
and training centers, and has run a project to provide 
outreach, education and direct services to commercial 
sex workers for three years.AIDS Infoshare has produced 
a range of educational materials, and has conducted 
numerous trainings for Russian AIDS service organizations
and health professionals in eight Russian regions. Funding
from the IHRD CSW initiative will allow AIDS Infoshare to
conduct two large training seminars related to sex worker
outreach and harm reduction counseling, and will support
the production of a brochure, a wallet card, a counseling
guide and a newsletter focused on harm reduction for sex
workers.

AIDS-Stop Foundation

Yevgeniy Petounine
Lenina str., 46
Novorossiysk 353913
Telephone: 7-861-723-4006
Fax: 7-861-723-4006
E-mail: aids@nross.kuban.ru

The AIDS-Stop Foundation has conducted HIV and STD
prevention and harm reduction services among youth, drug
users and sex workers in Novorossiysk since 1998.This
new CSW initiative will support five new staff and two 
volunteers to reach approximately 370 sex workers with
peer outreach, toll-free hotline counseling, and on-site STD
and mental health counseling.

Krasnoyarsk Regional Youth Community
Organization

Youlia Krikoun
“We Are Against AIDS” Project
Karl Marks St. 45, p/o 25535
Krasnoyarsk 660000
Telephone: 7-391-223-35-17, 65-17-21
Fax: 7-391-222-16-38
E-mail: krikun@ktk.ru

The Krasnoyarsk Regional Youth Community Organization
“We Are Against AIDS” Project was founded in 1997 
to initiate HIV awareness and prevention campaigns in
Krasnoyarsk.The agency’s new CSW project will support
six staff and several peer outreach workers to offer 
condoms, information, syringe exchange and HIV testing 
to approximately 500 sex workers in the Leninsky / Right
Shore District and on highways around Krasnoyarsk.

Maria (Mothers Against Drugs)

Olga Shelkovnikova
Volgograd 400001
Telephone: 7-844-244-1153
Fax: 7-844-244-1153
E-mail: maria_volg@interdacom.ru

Founded in 1996, Maria provides harm reduction and
syringe exchange, in-patient and out-patient drug rehabilita-
tion, group and individual counseling and legal services tar-
geted to drug users in the Volgograd region. Maria also con-
ducts public awareness campaigns and trainings for parent
and teacher organizations and law enforcement.This new
CSW initiative will support six new staff and several volun-
teer outreach workers to offer information and services tai-
lored specifically to sex workers.
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RUSSIA (continued)

NADA - Saratov Regional Branch

Ludmila Markaryan
32a Geroev Avenue
Balakovo 413800
Telephone: 7-845-703-3279
Fax: 7-845-703-4715
E-mail: harmony@asd.ru

The Saratov branch of NADA (No to Alcohol and Drugs) 
has provided harm reduction services to injection drug
users since 1998.This new CSW project will support seven
staff to train 30 volunteer peer outreach workers and 
offer harm reduction and syringe exchange, HIV and STD
screening, medical check-ups and basic obstetric and gyne-
cological care to high-risk women in the Saratov region.

Pervouralsk Without Drugs

Irina Victorovna Galyamova 
Vatutina, 10/26
Pervouralsk 623100
Telephone: 7-343-922-25-30
E-mail: no-drug@prvtel.uralnet.ru

Pervouralsk Without Drugs is a relatively new organization
created to provide harm reduction, addictions counseling,
syringe exchange and HIV and STD prevention support to
drug users in Pervouralsk.The new CSW initiative will sup-
port six staff and several volunteers to reach approximately
200 women with information, education and counseling tai-
lored specifically to the needs of commercial sex workers.

Vozvrastcheniye “Return” Foundation

Alexandre Gordeev
Sredniy pr.V.O., 65/41, of. 312
St. Petersburg 199178
Telephone: 7-812-321-8354
Fax: 7-812-321-8354
E-mail: ostrov@mail.wplus.net

Founded in 1988, the Return Foundation serves more than
8,500 injection drug users in St. Petersburg through its
syringe exchange and drug treatment center.The Return
Foundation also provides hotline information and counsel-
ing, mobile van outreach, and a medical and social support
program for drug-using women and their children.The new
CSW initiative will support three staff and two volunteers
to expand outreach specifically to commercial sex workers
and increase the accessibility of its HIV testing and counsel-
ing, basic medical consultations, harm reduction and drug
treatment programs to sex workers in St. Petersburg.

Tartarstan Republic Center on AIDS
Prevention

Larissa Badrieva
Project Renewal
2a Vishnevskogo Street
Kazan 420097
Telephone: 7-843-2380-165
Fax: 7-843-2364-576
E-mail: obnovl@online.kzn.ru

The Tartarstan Republic Center on AIDS Prevention was
established in 1989 to initiate HIV prevention campaigns,
offer HIV testing, and organize treatment and support of
people with HIV in the Republic of Tartarstan.The new
Project Renewal CSW initiative will support three full-time
outreach workers and several other staff and volunteers to
improve accessibility of health and harm reduction services
to sex workers.The project plans to reach approximately
500 sex workers and plans to conduct trainings for medical
workers and local militia.

SLOVAKIA

Odyseus

Katarina Jiresova
Ukrajinska 10
Bratislava 83102
Telephone: 421-903-786-706
Fax: 421-7-44-251-384
E-mail: KatJir@yahoo.com

Odyseus is an organization created in 1997 to help drug 
users and sex workers protect their health and well-being.
The agency works to offer street-based needle exchange,
safer sex education and HIV testing, and provides advocacy
and extensive training for injection drug users and sex
workers.The new CSW initiative will support four staff 
and fifteen volunteers to extend outreach hours, produce
new outreach materials, provide additional training for 
outreach staff, and reach a new population of young 
Roma women outside of Bratislava.
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TURKMENISTAN

Annageldy

Aina Rakhmanova / Maria Volchenko
51 Gorogly St.
Ashgabat 744012
Telephone: 99312-345637
Fax: 99312-345637
E-mail: volchenko@online.tm

Annageldy was founded in 1993 to provide health educa-
tion, training and social services to a range of populations 
in Turkmenistan.The new Annageldy CSW initiative will 
support two staff and approximately five volunteers to
reach 500 women in Ashgabat, Blakanabad, and
Turkmenbashy.

UKRAINE

All Together

Galina Kaminskaya
Shevchenko Street, 32/11
Lviv 79016
Telephone: 380-322-333-020
Fax: 380-322-333-020
E-mail: together@mail.lviv.ua

All Together is a new and relatively small organization 
created to build AIDS awareness and mobilize HIV 
prevention efforts among high-risk injection drug users 
and sex workers in Lviv.The new CSW initiative will 
partially support three outreach workers and three 
other staff to expand harm reduction efforts targeted 
to commercial sex workers.

Anti-AIDS Charitable Fund

Svetlana Viktorovna Volodskaya
Tsiolkovskogo str 55,Apt. 97
Poltava 36023
Telephone: 380-532-560-152, 380-532-231-142
Fax: 380-532-231-142
E-mail: antiaids@pi.net.ua

The Anti-AIDS Charitable Fund was founded in 1995 to 
provide HIV prevention, care, support and harm reduction
programs in central Ukraine.The new CSW project will 
support one new counselor, two current staff and two 
volunteers to expand outreach, education, and harm 
reduction services to sex workers and their clients along
the Kiev-Kharkov highway.

Donetsk Society of Assistance for the 
AIDS-Infected

Ludmila Shurpach
Str. Olimpieva 1-A
Donetsk 83045
Telephone: 66-71-47
Fax: 66-71-10
E-mail: info@aids.donetsk.ua

Founded by a group of doctors in 1996 to mobilize AIDS
awareness and improved services for people with HIV, the
Donetsk Society of Assistance for the AIDS-Infected con-
ducts AIDS education campaigns and serves more than
3,000 people with harm reduction, psychosocial support,
basic medical care and other services.The new CSW 
project will support eight staff and ten volunteers to reach
at least 400 sex workers with information, offer a range of
health services, and conduct trainings with local legislators
and militia.

Nikolaev Charity Fund - Unitus

Tatyana Vanenkova 
Novobugskaya 101, kv.46
Nikolaev 54031
Telephone: 380-512-56-89-85
Fax: 380-512-21-66-96
E-mail: fb@aip.mk.ua

Unitus is a new organization dedicated to HIV and STD 
prevention in the Nikolaev region of southern Ukraine.The
new CSW initiative will support six staff and twelve volun-
teers to reach at least 100 sex workers with information,
counseling, condoms, clean syringes, and an array of basic
medical and psychosocial services.

Poryatunok

Denys Tereshchenko
7 Khorolsky Tupick 2-A
Kremenchuk 39603
Telephone: 380-536-772-950
Fax: 380-536-772-950
E-mail: dolya@cruizer.poltava.ua

Poryatunok is a relatively new organization that runs a four-
site syringe exchange and harm reduction program serving
more than 700 injection drug users in the Kremenchuk
region.The new CSW initiative will support four outreach
volunteers to expand its contacts with commercial sex
workers and offer harm reduction counseling and services,
HIV and STD screening and basic medical care to approxi-
mately 100 new clients.
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UKRAINE (continued)

Odessa Charity Fund “The Way Home”

Oksana Ilchenko
42 Bolshaya Arnautskaya Street
Odessa 65011
Telephone: 380-482-429-326
Fax: 380-482-429-326
E-mail: wayhome@farlep.net

The Way Home was created in 1996 to offer medical,
psychosocial and legal services to homeless people, neglect-
ed children and drug users in Odessa.The harm reduction 
program of The Way Home now serves more than 500 peo-
ple each day. The new CSW project will support seven staff 
and five volunteers to expand mobile outreach, information 
materials, harm reduction, legal services, HIV and STD test-
ing and treatment, and basic medical care and referrals tar-
geted specifically to the sex workers in and around Odessa.

Regional SALUS Foundation

Oleksandra Sluzhynska
Technichna str. 6/8
Lviv 79000
Telephone: 380-322-725-738
Fax: 380-322-725-738
E-mail: salus@icmp.lviv.ua

The SALUS Foundation in Lviv was founded in 1996 to
improve HIV and STD prevention, testing and treatment in 
the western Ukraine, focusing particularly on the needs of
drug users, sex workers and men who have sex with men.
SALUS conducts broad AIDS awareness campaigns, HIV and
sexual health education, peer and professional counseling,
HIV and STD screening, rape crisis counseling, and a 
program to prevent trafficking of female sex workers in 
the western Ukraine.The new CSW funding will partially
support eight staff and eight volunteers to expand 
outreach and harm reduction services to sex workers 
in the Lviv region.

Vinnitsa Public Congress “Stalist”

Vitaliy Polonets
P.O. Box 7385, Keletskaya Street
Vinnitsa 21029
Telephone: 380-432-465-083
Fax: 380-432-323-622, 465-083
E-mail: stalist@mail.vinnica.ua

Founded in 1998, Stalist has a mission of preventing AIDS,
STDs and drug addiction, and operates school-based AIDS 
prevention program for youth, and a harm reduction pro-
gram reaching more than 500 injection drug users.The new
CSW funding will partially support seven staff and a large
number of volunteers to expand its mobile outreach efforts,
offer increased psychosocial and legal services, and work
with local authorities, police and health care officials to
improve the health of sex workers in the Vinnitsa region.

UZBEKISTAN

Women and Children Centre “SABO”

Oksana Georgievna Abdullaeva / Vyacheslav
Surikov
Abdullaeva St. 49/50
Tashkent 700052
Telephone: 68-98-68
Fax: 67-21-88
E-mail: sabo@silk.org / vyachi@globalnet.uz

Founded in 1998, SABO has focused on creating educational
programs and social services for high-risk women and
youth, including injecting drug users and commercial sex
workers, in Uzbekistan. In its first two years, SABO devel-
oped information, education and counseling programs, legal
counseling, food assistance and contraceptive distribution
efforts. SABO’s new CSW initiative will support eight staff
and twelve peer outreach workers to reach 480 women in
eleven districts in Tashkent.
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OSI Partners

At the core of the Soros Foundation network are the national and regional foundations in more than 29 countries.
IHRD also works with the United Nations Development Program in countries where it is not possible to work 
within the Soros Foundation network. Below is a list of public health contacts that work on harm reduction issues at
partner foundations and organizations in 25 countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Republics.
The priorities and specific activities of these foundations and organizations vary greatly, but all share a common mis-
sion of promoting and supporting more open societies. Further information about these foundations and organizations
can be found on the Soros Foundation network's website at www.soros.org

OSI Partners — Eastern Europe and former Soviet Republics

Country Foundation Public Health / IHRD Contact Telephone Number Email Address 

Albania OSF Albania Ms. Ledia Curri 355-42-34-621 lcurri@osfa.soros.al 

Armenia OSI Armenia Ms. Anaida Papikyan 374-1-541-719 Panaida@osi.am 

Azerbaijan OSI Azerbaijan Ms. Dilara Velikhanova 99412-411-966 Dvelikhanova@osi-az.org 

Belarus UNDP Belarus Mr. Roman Gailevich 375-17-227-7822 roman.gailevich@undp.org 

Bosnia Herzegovina OSF Bosnia Herzegovina Ms. Aida Cengic 38771-472-580 Aida@soros.org.ba 

Bulgaria OSF Sofia Ms. Emilia Tontcheva 3592-930-6619 etontcheva@osf.bg 

Croatia OSI Croatia Ms. Natasa Janev 3851-485-5578 njanev@osi.hr 

Czech Republic OSI Prague Ms. Olga Gajicova 4202-627-9445 gajicova@osf.cz 

Estonia Open Estonia Fdn. Ms. Mall Hellam 3726-313-791 mall@oef.org.ee 

Georgia OSF Georgia Mr. Lasha Zaalishvili 99532-93-89-99 lasha@osgf.ge 

Hungary Soros Fdn Hungary Ms. Anna Belia 361-315-0303 belia@soros.hu 

Kazakhstan Soros Fdn Kazakhstan Ms. Valeria Gourevich 73272-503-811 vgourev@soros.kz 

Kyrgyzstan SF Kyrgyzstan Ms. Elvira Muratalieva 996312-66-34-75 elvira@soros.kg 

Latvia Soros Fdn Latvia Ms. Ingrida Skuja 371-703-9242 iskuja@sfl-paic.lv 

Lithuania OSF Lithuania Ms. Virginija Ambrazeviciene 3702-685-511 virginij@osf.lt 

Macedonia OSI Macedonia Ms. Vera Dimitrievska 38991-44-44-88 vdimit@soros.org.mk 

Moldova Soros Fdn Moldova Mr. Viorel Soltan 3732-24-40-81 vsoltan@mednet.md 

Poland UNDP Poland Ms. Joanna Kazana 4822-825-9245 joanna.kazana@undp.org 

Romania OSF Romania Ms. Monica Ciupagea 401-312-9744 miuga@buc.osf.ro 

Russia OSI Russia Mr. Vitaly Zhumagaliev 7095-787-88-11 zhuma@osi.ru 

Slovak Republic OSF Bratislava Ms. Tatiana Rajniakova 4217-5441-4730 tana@osf.sk 

Turkmenistan UNDP Turkmenistan Ms. Galina Karmanova 993-12-410-177 galina.karmanova@untuk.org 

Ukraine Intrnt’l Renaissance Fdn Mr. Denis Poltavets 380-44-216-3287 poltavets@irf.kiev.ua 

Uzbekistan OSI Uzbekistan Mr. Iskandar Ismailov 99871-12-06-854 iskandar@osi.freenet.uz  

Yugoslavia OSF Yugoslavia Ms. Tatjana Stojic 38111-3283-076 tstojic@sfj.opennet.org 



Commercial Sex Worker Harm Reduction Initiative13

IHRD Technical Advisors

IHRD works in partnership with a network of technical experts on harm reduction who have experience in the region.

IHRD Technical Advisors 

Country/area 
of responsibility Contact Organization Telephone Number Email Address

Albania Gerry Hale Centre for Health Care (44 161)237 2044 Gerry_hale@hotmail.com 
Deveopment, United Kingdom

Azerbaijan Aleksandr Slatvickij Klaipeda Addiction Treatment Center, Lithuania (370)638 2044 Kplc@klaipeda.omnitel.net 

Belarus Aleksandr Slatvickij Klaipeda Addiction Treatment Center, Lithuania (370)638 2044 Kplc@klaipeda.omnitel.net 

Bulgaria Zahari Nikolov Initiative for Health Foundation, Bulgaria (359)2 953 0850 Znikolov@online.bg 

Central Asia Igor Vassilenko Public Foundation “Help,” Kazakhstan (73142) 53 35 55 Ngokst@krcc.kz 

Central Asia Marek Zygadlo MONAR Krakow Drugs Project, Poland (48)12 430 5964 Monar_kr@monar.krakow.pl  

Czech Republic Petr Hrdina Sananim, Czech Republic (4202) 6841659 Hrdina@sananim.cz 

Czech Republic Katarina Jiresova Odyseus, Slovak Republic (421) 903786706 KatJir@yahoo.com 

Macedonia Gerry Hale Centre for Health Care (44 161)237 2044 Gerry_hale@hotmail.com 
Deveopment, United Kingdom

Romania Dan Bigg Chicago Recovery Alliance, USA (1312)797 2223 cra@mcs.net

Romania Petr Hrdina Sananim, Czech Republic (4202) 6841659 Hrdina@sananim.cz

Russia Iraida Sivacheva Pskovian Anti-Aids Initiative, Russia 7 (81122) 22 669; 21 685 caids@ellink.ru

Russia Tatyana Vanenkova Nikolaev Charity Fund “Unitus”, Ukraine 380-512-56-89-85 fb@aip.mk.ua

Russia Alec Khachatrian Medecins Sans Frontieres, Russia 7095 933 2730 alec@msfholru.org

Russia Alexander Tsekhanovich Medecins Du Monde, Russia 7812 346 2672 mdmspb@mail.wplus.net

Russia Zahari Nikolov Initiative for Health Foundation, Bulgaria (359)2 953 0850 Znikolov@online.bg 

Russia Joanna Kazana UNDP-Poland, Poland (48)22 825 9245 Joanna.kazana@undp.org 

Slovak Republic Petr Hrdina Sananim, Czech Republic (4202) 6841659 Hrdina@sananim.cz

Slovak Republic Katarina Jiresova Odyseus, Slovak Republic (421) 903786706 KatJir@yahoo.com

Ukraine Andrej Protopopov Charitable Anti AIDS Fund, Ukraine (380) 532 231 142 Antiaids@pi.net.ua 

Ukraine Sergei Kostin Odessa Charity Fund “The Way Home”, Ukraine (380)482 429 326 wayhome@farlep.net

Ukraine Vitaly Polonets Vinnitsa Public Congress “Stalist”, Ukraine (380)432 465 083 stalist@mail.vinnica.ua

Ukraine Tamara Tretskaya Regional AIDS Center, Ukraine (380)542 278 234, 280 117 centre@medstat.sumy.ua

Methadone Marek Beniowski Center for AIDS Diagnostics and (48)32 2417192 Marek.9394967@pharmanet.com.pl 
Therapy for Katowice District, Poland

Methadone Emilis Subata Vilnius Substance Abuse (370)223 7274 EmilisSubata@takas.lt 
Treatment Center, Lithuania

Roma issues Robert Olah Athinganoi, Czech Republic (420)603 380785 adsonzmelku@yahoo.com 
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Additional Contacts for Funding, Training and Technical Assistance

Many international organizations are becoming increasingly involved in supporting educational, medical, legal and social interven-
tions related to sex work, drug use and HIV. With the intent of helping to link IHRD-funded programs with these international
agencies, we provide introductory lists below.The following lists are not meant to be comprehensive, but are a starting point for
individual projects to identify appropriate information networks, funders and in-country resource contacts.

Additional Contacts for Funding, Training and Technical Assistance

Organization Department / Division Contact Telephone Number Email Address 

International Agencies 

UNAIDS Programs (CPP) Dr. Olavi Elo, Director 41-22-791-4446 elool@unaids.org 

UNAIDS Programs (CPP) - Europe Mr. Lev Khodakevich, Team Leader 41-22-791-4736 khodakevichl@unaids.org 

UNAIDS External Relations - NGOs Mr. Calle Almedal, Senior Liaison 41-22-791-4557 almedalc@unaids.org 

UNAIDS STI Secretariat Mr. Karl Dehne (43) 126020 4662 Karl-Lorenz.Dehne@unvienna.org

UNDCP External Relations Ms. Sumru Ayse Noyan, Director 431-260-60-4266 sumru.noyan@undcp.un.or.at 

UNDP Regional Bureau – Europe/CIS Mr. Kalman Mizsei, Region Director 1-212-906-6597 kalman.mizsei@undp.org 

UNDP HIV and Development Mr. Haken Bjorkman, Director 1-212-906-6349 haken.bjorkman@undp.org 

UNFPA Dept of Arab States and Europe Ms. Hedia El Ghouayel, Dep Director 1-212-297-5301 elgouayel@unfpa.org 

UNFPA Reproductive Health Dr. Nicholas Dodd, Chief 1-212-297-5221 dodd@unfpa.org 

UNICEF Regional Office – CIS/E Europe Mr. Leo Kenny, Senior Advisor 41-22-909-5605 lkenny@unicef.ch 

UNICEF Health Programs Dr. Mark Sterling, HIV/AIDS Advisor 1-212-824-6334 msterling@unicef.org 

WHO Regional Office for Europe Dr. Sergei Litvinov, Director, Inf Dis 45-39-17-1717 skl@who.dk 

WHO Regional Office for Europe Dr. Ulrich Laukamm-Josten 45-39-17-1717 ulj@who.dk 

WHO Division of HIV and STDs Dr. Eric van Praag, Director 41-22-791-4613 vanpraage@who.ch 

World Bank Health –Europe /Central Asia Ms. Annette Dixon, Director 1-202-473-8417 adixon@worldbank.org 

Selected Bilateral Funding Organizations 

DFID (Britain) Health and Population Mr. Michael Borowitz 44-171-210-0073 m-borowitz@dfid.gov.uk 

CIDA (Canada) Central/Eastern Europe Ms. Norah Patriquin 1-819-994-6123 norah_patriquin@acdi-cida.gc.ca 

CIDA (Canada) HIV/AIDS Mr. Martin Methot 1-819-994-3938 Martin.methot@ acdi-cida.gc.ca 

EU /EC DG-Dev – EC2 Dr. Lieve Franson 32-2-296-3698 lieve.franson@europa.eu.int 

GTZ (Germany) Health and Education Dr. Ulrich Vogel 49-6196-79-4102 ulrich.vogel@gtz.de 

GTZ (Germany) Reproductive Health Dr. Cordula Schuemer 49-6196-79-4104 cordula.schuemer@gtz.de 

AIDSFonds (Neth) Amsterdam Office Mr. Peter van Rooijen 31-20-626-2669 prooijen@aidsfonds.nl 

DSI/SB (Netherlands) HIV / AIDS Mr. Hans Moerkerk 31-70-348-6009 hmoerkerk@deu.minbuza.nl 

DSI/SB (Netherlands) Central/Eastern Europe Ms. Conny Westgeest 31-70-348-6595 cwestgeest@deu.minbuza.nl 

USAID (US) Population, Health, Nutrition Mr. John Novak, HIV Advisor 1-202-712-4814 jnovak@usaid.gov 

A Dozen Selected Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

NWSP – Network of Sex Work Projects Ms. Cheryl Overs, Coordinator 44-171-924-9555 cherylovers@dial.pipex.com 

TAMPEP – Transnational AIDS Prevention Ms. Hanka Mongard 31-20-624-7149 tampep@xs4all.nl 

AMOC Ms. Katrin Schiffer 31-20-672-1192 katrin@amoc.demon.nl 

HIPS (Helping Individual Prostitutes Survive) Ms. Penelope Saunders 1-202-232-8150 hipsinc@erols.com 

FHI (Family Health International) Mr. Peter Lamptey 1-703-516-9779 plamptey@fhi.org 

Global Health Council Ms. Marianne Tshihamba 1-202-833-5900 mtshihamba@globalhealth.org 

International AIDS Alliance Mr. Jeff O’Malley 44-207-841-3505 jomalley@aidsalliance.org 

ICRW (Internatl Center for Research on Women) Ms. Kathleen Kurz 1-202-797-0007 kkurz@icrw.org 

IPPF (Internatl Planned Parenthood Foundation) Mr. Poonam Thapa 1-322-250-0950 pthapa@ippfen.org 

MSF (Medicins Sans Frontieres) Ms. Wilma Doedens 41-22-849-8484 wilma.doedens@geneva.msf.org 

PATH Ukraine Office 380-44-462-0365 kievpath@path-k.carrier.kiev.ua 

PSI (Population Services International) Ms. Kim Vazira 1-202-785-0072 generalinfo@psiwash.org 
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